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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
Kia ora koutou,
Welcome to September’s newsletter, great to see the sun shining, it has been busy here at Preschool, as
always. We have welcomed many new families into the centre. If you see an unfamiliar face on your
travels, be sure to say hello.
This week is Maori Language week and we have lots of activities going on within the centre.
All staff including Management will be challenging themselves to use these simple greeting and farewells, so if you hear any of these around the centre challenge yourself to give it a go too!
Kia ora
Greetings
Haere mai
Come on in!
Ka kite
See you later
WHĀNAU HUI Monday 17th September—to wrap up te wiki o te reo Māori we will be holding a
whānau hui. All whānau from across the centre are encouraged to join us in the kai mahi (staff
room) around 9:15 to 9:30am for a cuppa and a casual kōrero to hear and see about what we already
do within our every day programme around culturally responsive practice. We would love to hear
what your aspirations are and what you want to see more of for your tamariki, whānau and iwi. We
will then join the tamariki for Kapa Haka with out new Kapa Haka Tutor Ana Faau.
Be sure to check out the new Enviroschools displays in the hallway— great job Team—read more on page
3.

Our Values:
Relationships

We believe in:
Passion
Loyalty

Communication Respect

Fun/Laughter

Sustainability

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
You are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.

Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui & Puawai News
A BIG welcome to our new families, we are thrilled that you have come to join us and we look forward to having
your presence in our classroom.
We would also like to farewell those children and families who are leaving us, we wish you all the best and don’t
forget to come back and visit if you are in the area—we would love to see you.
We are coming into warmer weather so it is important to send an array of clothes with your child i.e. summer
clothes, hats etc and winter woollies too.
It is also the time of year where we start to us sunscreen. If you would like your child to have their onw sunscreen
applied during the day please talk with your child’s teacher.
REMINDERS:
1.

No peanut butter at preschool as per our nut free policy.

2.

Children are to bring water bottles to preschool especially important on hot days—we do have spare cups if
bottles are forgotten.

The Whakanui Team: Lyncia, Jan, Jenni, Ashlee, Kaye, Olivia, Emily, Tash & Anna

Atawhai News
Our tamariki are really enjoying our arts and crafts area—if anyone has some spare balls of Wool for our arts and
crafts we would very much appreciate your donations
Although the sun has been making an appearance, please continue sending warm clothes for our tamariki as the
days can still be cold.
Atawhai are currently exploring socio-dramatic play and would love if anyone could donate some clean old bandages. We are also looking for a Puppet Theatre if anyone has one they would like to donate (or make!). We look
forward to sharing the children’s learning with you.
The Atawhai Team: Leeanne, Jess, Katrina, Laura, Rebecca, Trish, Courtney & Jo

Manaaki News
A big welcome to Chauntelle who has joined the Manaaki Team (yes, we now have two Chontelle/Chauntelles). If
you have not already met Chuantelle please introduce yourself. We had a fun afternoon making beeswax wraps
with Justin from EcoEducate and Lesley Ottey. The children enjoyed this experience and we are noticing that some
of the children are enjoying using them to wrap their sandwiches.
Kapa Haka has started again on Monday mornings. All the children are having the opportunity to learn new songs
and waiatas, which you may hear them singing at home. Some children are also feeling confident to share their
Mihimihi with the whole centre at the beginning of each Kapa haka session. You are always welcome to come and
join us.
The children have become very responsible for making sure that they recycle any packages that they have in their
lunch boxes. They are aware of the different types of recycling that we can do—paper, soft plastic, food, yoghurt
containers and that if a container, bottle or packaging has a triangle on it then it can be recycled.
Thank you to Tom who brought in a frog from home that we were able to spend time watching. This little frog
opened up lots of discussions, what does he eat, why is he on the rock, will he get any bigger? Look he is up
there—what’s he doing? The children spent a lot of time watching the frog and we included songs and stories
about frogs into the days. Thank you Tom
The Manaaki Team: Ashleigh, Penny, Katrina, Chontelle, Kerry, Dani, Chauntelle, Julie & Karen

Swannanoa Preschool Enviroschools / Communal Garden

The Leadership Team has a guest speaker, Justin, coming to speak to the older children about water conservation. He will
be here on Tuesday September 11t5h, Thursday October 11th and November 15th. We are currently looking at our Cultural Narrative for the Swannanoa area. Did you know “Swannanoa” originated from American John Evans Brown (Yankee
Brown), who named the land he settled after a Native American settlement, derives from Cherokee word meaing ‘beautiful
river’. The Swannanoa Homestead has for many years been farmed by the Petrie family. No specific Maori name for this
place that has become ‘Swannanoa’, more regional general naming used, such as ‘Waimakariri’, ‘Wai-a-raki’ and ‘Ohoka’.
We are also looking at our eco friendly and fair trade purchasing practices.
Bi-Cultural
Next week is Maori language week. We have lots of plans. Monday is Kapa Haka after our Whānau ???, all are welcome.
For the rest of the week we have are making flax brushes, telling Maori myths and legends and having shared kai on Friday.
Any families that would like to be involved let a teacher / kaiako know to see how you can be involved.

Ka Kite, Laura
Please see Laura, Atawhai; Kerry, Manaaki; Jan, Whakanui; Julie, Committee; Jo, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows
September Events & Key dates:
Extra events may be added throughout the month.

10 - 16 Sept
11 Sept
11 Sept
11 Sept
26 Sept
17 Sept

Maori Language Week
Teddy Bears Picnic
Justin (Eco Educate) - Water awareness Enviroschools
Parent Evening - Tim Heidmann
Bike Day
Whānau Hui

LATE PICK UP
Our policy states that
late picks up will incur a
$25 fee

Please DO NOT
bring toys from
home to Preschool

Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in this newsletter, pop it on your
fridge and update as necessary

Transition to School
We have lucky to have Brian Price and Bridie Gray from Swannanoa Primary School visiting us on Wednesday 19th
September at 9:30am to talk with parents about transitioning to school, followed by a tour of Hapu 1 (the Junior
Hub) and the school grounds.
We would, therefore, like to extend a warm invitation to those parents / whānau who would like to know more about
the transition to school journey, to join us in the staff room after you have dropped off your child/ren at preschool.
Those of you who don't normally attend on a Wednesday please feel welcome to attend and your child/ren are welcome to join us.
So we can comfortably accommodate all those interested could you please RSVP via a return email or let Lorraine
or Bella in the office know.
Penny and Jess, Transition to School Team

.
Chloe Clark's family for the children's dress up for the
Atawhai room
Tammy Andrew for donation of books which are available to
borrow from our Parent’s Library

Congratulations to....

Parent Library

Sarah and Daniel on the birth of a brother,
Carter, for Cleo

Are you aware we have a Parent Library in the
foyer—you are more than welcome to borrow books at any stage we have a wide variety for your use.

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the
day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc. Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text messages
TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

8987 follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again
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