September Newsletter
September 2017 Volume 9
Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
Kia Ora,
Its spring! The days are lengthening and the mornings are warming up!
As always it is extremely busy here at Preschool, welcoming new families, farewelling tamariki as they head off to
school and ensuring that we provide the best possible education and care for everyone.
I feel it is time to reflect....
What an amazing Preschool we are, we currently have 162 tamariki on our roll, that's 162 tamariki and their
whānau, we work really hard to ensure that we are doing the best possible for everyone, strong relationships, a
sense of belonging and the hub of our community.
Our Preschool is amazingly resourced with various levels of challenge to engage all tamariki, our outdoor environments are second to none and we pride ourselves on keeping our fees as low as possible to remove barriers to
participation.
We have 30 staff throughout the Preschool - that is a sizeable staff all working together to achieve our Vision of:
One Centre, One Team, who work together and strive for continuous improvement to ensure
all tamariki are provided with the best possible start on their life journey.
We really value whānau involvement and welcome you to spend any extra time in the
centre you can, if you have any special talents you would like to share with us or
the tamariki please let us know.
We welcomed Toni and Andrea
from Enviroschools last week.
They presented us with our Silver
award and a beautiful sign.
Thanks to our whānau that joined us on this special
occasion
We are very proud of what we achieve as
an Enviroschool and live
Please ensure you when leaving the classroom areas or the main
entrance that you do not hold the door or gate open for a child that is
not with an adult.

by our care code:
We care for all living creatures,
our environment
& each other.

Our Values:
We believe in:
Relationships
Communication
Sustainability

Passion
Respect

Loyalty
Fun/Laughter

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
You are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.
Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui News From Lyncia and the Team
Firstly a big nau mai to our new families/ngā whānau, we are delighted that that you have come to join us in Whakanui.
This month we are continuing to focus our group planning on ‘Developing a Sense of Belonging/Mana whenua’ – Belonging;
tamariki know that they belong and have a sense of connection to others and the environment. Mana whenua; tamariki have
a relationship to Papatūānuku based on whakapapa, respect and aroha.
The finer weather that we have been enjoying some days is a reminder that it is that time of the year when often sunhats are
required and sunscreen too! We have sunscreen within the classroom that we apply in the afternoon; if your child has not had
sunscreen applied before they arrive at preschool, please let one of the teachers know so as they can apply some. If you prefer
your child to use their own sunscreen from home, ensure that personal sunscreen is named and that at least one of the teachers know that your child has their own sunscreen.
For the last few weeks we have had Katrina working with us in Whakanui, Katrina is a second year student from the NZ Tertiary
College. Katrina’s last day will be Friday 8th September, the Whakanui teachers and tamariki wish Katrina all the very best for
the rest of her studies/training. In order to acknowledge and celebrate the time that tamariki have had in Whakanui, a graduate wall has been created. Photos of all our graduates, looking splendid in the graduating gown and cap are displayed upon the
wall just above the cubbies. Please see your child’s key teacher if you would like a copy of your child’s graduating photo.

Atawhai News From the Atawhai Team
Haere Mai, welcome to our new families in Atawhai. It is great getting to know you, please do not hesitate to approach any of
our kaiako/teachers with any questions. Can we please leave our special toys at home where they are safe and will not be lost
or broken—thank you.
With the change in the weather please keep sending spare clothes and warm jackets to preschool with your child.
Trish has brought in her two lambs for a visit and the children were able to give them their lunch time bottle. We are all looking forward to Spring arriving!
We are continuing our group focus on communication / mana reo—children will experience the stories and symbols of their
own and other’s cultures. We are doing this by becoming familiar with, hearing and retelling stories, supporting children to
develop an appreciation of Te Reo Maori as a living and relevant language. Children will become familiar with numbers and
their uses by exploring and observing their use activities that have meaning and purpose.
Ko taku reo taku ohooho, to taku reo taku mapihi mauria. My language is my awakening, my language is the window to my
soul.

Manaaki News From Ashleigh and the Team
Thank you to Mikael and Kalindi for bringing in the tadpoles. We have been able to observe them as they begin to grow legs.
We have done some research on the life cycle of a frog with the children, if you have anything you would like to contribute
please see a teacher.
Our group learning focus in Manaaki is 'Exploration'. The children are really interested in using loose parts (such as pipes, funnels, reels, tyres) for their play. If you have any interesting loose parts you can contribute, or if you know of where we can get
some, please see a teacher. The children are also enjoying exploring messy play and other tactile experiences such as paint.
We had a really fun morning last Friday making kites with the senior students from Swannanoa School - thank you to the year 7
& 8's from school.
We are continuing to encourage children to develop independence and take responsibility for their belongings. Please encourage your child to unpack their own back in the mornings and to take care of their own things, this is an important life skill that
children begin learning at a young age.

Emily Dalley for the donation of mountain buggy for Whakanui
Marion for the lovely clothes donated to preschool
To those who have contributed boxes, magazines and other resources we now have enough and we will let you all
know when we need some more.
Mikael and Kalindi for bringing in the tadpoles
Helen Fox for the donation of toys
Nanny to one of our children for coming in and teaching Incy Wincy spider in Spanish and the numbers one to ten
Linda Carlton for the bag of toys and clothes
Lesley Ottey and New World Rangiora for the donation of plastic buckets for bokashi, composting use.

September Events & Key dates:

HEAD LICE

4th September—Superhero Day
21st September—Teddy Bear’s Picnic
Extra events may be added throughout
the month.
Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in this newsletter, pop it on your fridge
and update as necessary :)

Did you know??
GP visits for children under 13
are free.
Prescriptions for head lice are

SIBLINGS HOME FROM
SCHOOL SICK?
PLEASE, PLEASE keep them
home from Preschool as
well!!

FREE!!!

Transition to School
We have established strong relationships with our surrounding schools and these collaborative relationships help our children experience successful transitions.
Jess from Atawhai and Penny from Manaaki work closely with our local schools to arrange and support
easy transition to school for our children.
We work hard to ensure that the transition to school is a positive and successful experience for you and
your child/ren.
We are always available to talk with you about anything to do with your child’s transition to school i.e.
contacting the schools, speaking with teachers, enrolment packs, zoning information.
Happy 4th birthday to all the children turning four in September. You will see their photo on the transition
to school board in Atawhai and Manaaki.
Have you been to your local school and enrolled your child? All schools welcome you to come in and talk
with them and have a look at their environment.
Transition to School Team
Jess & Penny

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again
during the day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text
messages
TEXT THE
FOLLOWING
MESSAGE TO:

8987

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES
There are a large number of business owners amongst us at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these.
The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory has been raised.

If you are interested in having your business listed in a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on:

027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz

Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also!

We reopen on Sunday
September 10th 2017.
We are nearly full for the
spring school holidays so
book your dates today to
hold your spot.
We also have a brand new website coming soon.
Check out our Facebook page or subscribe to
our mailing list for more details

WORK WANTED
Hi
My name is Kate Buller.
We are new to the area from South Africa .
I am looking for work.
I have been in the medical field for over 15 years but
open to anything at the moment .
I am on a 5 year work visa .
I can be contacted on 021 024 47171
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