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We are currently extending our car park to increase the amount of available spaces. We expect this project to be completed shortly.
PLEASE TAKE EXTREME CARE IN THE CAR PARK. We have had a number of complaints recently regarding incidents in the car park.
Remember:
The speed limit is 10k - even slower at peak drop off and pick up time. Please adhere to this limit even if it is not peak time. Please reverse
into parking spaces.
Our children are little - and fast! Look and look again. With cars getting bigger it is extremely hard to see preschoolers behind your car.
Take absolute care when reversing.
Do NOT check your mobile phone when you are moving
Be patient - please! An extra minute is a minute well spent for the safety of our children.

Nga mihi
Jo Dobson

Whakanui News (Nursery) - From Ange and the Team
At last we have a name just like Manaaki and Atawhai!!!!!! After much deliberation the nursery have selected a name that we
feel reflects our teaching and our centre philosophy. The nursery will now be 'Whakanui', you will have noticed this change
already on the sign in sheet I'm sure, which means to treat with respect. Our special artist Jan will be creating a lovely sign to
go above our door as a welcome to our special sanctuary.
Welcome to all our new families!!
Spring is blooming and we are looking at all those exciting warm weather activities involving water so don't forget to add to
your child's bag plenty of named changes of clothing.
We are still working on completing the family tree in our nursery to support tamariki as they share and learn their
whakapapa. Please feel free to add your family photo so tamariki see the respect and importance their whanau have in the
nursery day.

Manaaki News

Atawhai News

From Ashleigh and the Team

From Kerry and the Team

As a result of Maori Language week and a visit from the Swannanoa
School kapa haka group an interest in kapa haka has emerged. In
our Inquiry Learning group Katrina, Chontelle and some of the
children have been learning new waiata, making pui pui and poi,
and discovering what kapa haka is. Remember to check out the
boards in the green room to see what we have been up to. If you
have anything you would like to share or contribute please see a
teacher.

Some of the 4 year old children had another visit to Swannanoa school
to experience lunch time last week. Gayle and Simone take six children
from each area, starting with the oldest children. Every child will
experience a lunch time and an assembly as well as other visits before
they start their official school visits.

Is anyone interested in making some table covers for our tables?
Would anyone like to come and do some gardening with the children in the spring time?
Please see Ashleigh

We will be having a healthy eating and rubbish free week this month.
There will be photos of lunch boxes on display. I wonder if the children
will recognise their own lunch box.
We are getting low on wood in the carpentry area if anyone has any
untreated off cuts they would be very much appreciated. As some
parents know the children make big and wonderful creations.

Thank you to those who contributed to our International Day. We ended up celebrating over several days with songs, stories, costumes,
artefacts and yummy food from around the world.
Winter is almost over, however the days are still chilly so please continue to send plenty of warm clothing with your child. Layers are good,
especially when we have icy mornings and warm afternoons. Layers that are named are even better!
Don’t forget to like our preschool Facebook page for regular updates. If you have liked our page you need to interact with the posts e.g liking
or commenting, to ensure that they continue to appear on your news feed. If you don’t do this Facebook assumes that you don't want to see
the posts!
Please, please, please keep an eye on your child when they come to you at the end of the day. We have had a couple of escapees. I know that
it is busy at 3 o’clock, if you get chatting to each other it is easy to presume your child is safe however people are coming and going
constantly at the end of the day and it is so easy for little children to pop out unnoticed. Once you have collected your child they are your
responsibility.
NOTE: Could parents please not hold the door open for children unless you are sure the parent is with the child.

Brenda Richardson for donation of items to Whakanui
Alice O’Neill for painting the blackboard in Whankanui

Swannanoa Preschool
Communal Garden Committee
Rangiora Landscape have very kindly donated the soil
for our garden beds—please support them.
Talk to the teachers about how you can get involved if
you would like.

Events term 3
Thursday 17th September
Soft toy picnic
Monday 21 – Friday 25th September
Rubbish free/healthy eating focus.

Children’s Learning
What is hand dominance?
When one hand is consistently used more than the other hand, and is more skilled at tasks than the other
hand, then that hand is considered to be the dominant hand. This is also referred to as hand preference.
There are differing views on when hand dominance is established, but most experts agree that hand preference begins to emerge between ages 2 and 4 years, and that most children entering School (age 5-6) have
established a definite hand preference.
Some people are good at using both hands (ambidextrous) and they love to flaunt their skills, but it is
much
better for a child to develop strength and dexterity in one hand. This will help them to develop accuracy
and speed with fine motor tasks, particularly handwriting.
This does not mean that the other hand gets neglected! In fact, the other hand has an important role to play
as the assistant hand, or “helper” hand – for example, holding the paper still while the dominant hand
writes; manipulating the paper while the preferred hand cuts with scissors.
Lots of parents have asked about hand dominance and when to start children writing. You can google hand
dominance to find activities and ideas that can help develop manipulative skill or pre-writing skills.
Remember that children need to develop gross motor skills before their fine motor skills will be refined.
Running, climbing and riding bikes are important to develop agility, co-ordination and balance.

CAR PARK SAFETY
The speed limit in the car park is
10kph
please adhere to this at all times
There is to be NO overtaking down the driveway under any circumstances!! Yes it has happened!
Please check your phone before you turn your car on, not as you are
exiting through the car park.

When purchasing items in either The Warehouse or Warehouse Stationery please present our unique number
BYSJ 45 H and we will benefit directly as a result.

Important

Important

Our license does not allow us to have children on the premises
outside of the hours of 9am to 3pm, so your cooperation with this
is very much appreciated.

If your child has had an accident/incident (falls/bumps/bruises
etc) at home it is really important for you to let us know, so that
we are aware of your child’s needs at preschool

General
Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags,
bottles, lunch boxes etc

Please pack a change of clothes

FOR SALE
CHESTNUT QUARTER HORSE MARE 14.2h

20 years old (confidence giver)
Great for riding, forward moving, nice
nature—would make a great teenage or
small adult mount
$2,000 ono

Please use recyclable lunchboxes
etc, we are an Enviroschool

Can you please notify us well in
advance what date your child will
start school

Claire Rose
022—659 2211 or 03—312 6625

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will
also send reminders to your mobile about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100 percent of our
parents in our system.
To register for free text messages
TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:
8987 follow SwannanoaP
(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go! Never miss a dress up day again

Please phone in if your child is
absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your
child before coming to preschool
and we will apply again during the
day

Please keep sick school
children out of preschool

