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As you can see our staff car park is now finished which we are thrilled about. 

 

PLEASE TAKE EXTREME CARE IN THE CAR PARK.  We have had a number of complaints recently regarding 

incidents in the car park. 

Remember: 

The speed limit is 10k - even slower at peak drop off and pick up time.  Please adhere to this limit even if 

it is not peak time.  Please reverse into parking spaces. 

Our children are little - and fast! Look and look again. With cars getting bigger it is extremely hard to see 

preschoolers behind your car. 

Take absolute care when reversing. 

Do NOT check your mobile phone when you are moving 

Be patient - please! An extra minute is a minute well spent for the safety of our children. 

Nga mihi 

Jo Dobson   

Congratulations  

Matthew, Pauline, Fletcher and Josh on the birth of Maisie 

**** 

Kirsten Paul Hunter and Eli Eastwick on the birth of Riley Noel 

CHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTY    

This year, due to the size of our Centre and numbers of children we have enrolled we will have 

two Christmas Parties—one in Manaaki and one in Atawhai 

Whakanui will attend both!! 

Manaaki Christmas Party will be held on Friday 4th December 

Atawhai Christmas Party will be held on Friday 11th December. 

Further details closer to the time 



 

 

Whakanui News (Nursery) - From Ange and the Team 

It seems as if Summer is just around the corner with Spring well and truly in the air.  Don't forget to put in plenty of changes of 

clothes for those days when your children get wet in the puddles or as they wash their hands.  Please remember to name  

everything. As part of our healthy eating policy we encourage children to make healthy eating choice with both their drinking 

and food, even in the nursery. Please could you send water in your child’s drink cup rather than juice. 

Manaaki News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

Katrina and Chontelle have been busy with the 'kappa haka' 

interest in Inquiry Learning. The children who have been in-

volved have made poi, pui pui and headbands. They have 

learnt about their 'mihimihi' and have learnt a number of 

different waiata. They plan to put on shows for Atawhai and 

Whakanui shortly.  

  

A big warm welcome to the children and families/whanau 

who have recently transitioned or are beginning transitioning 

from Whakanui into Manaaki. Please do not hesitate to ap-

proach a teacher with any questions, concerns or comments 

during this time.  

Welcome to Hannah Roberts, student teacher from New Zealand 

Tertiary College.  Hannah is in her second year of study and will be 

with us in Manaaki for four weeks. 

Atawhai News 

From Kerry and the Team 

The four year old have been learning about worms and what 

thye can eat.  How our waste is used and recycled at preschool.  

Food for the worms is separated from the food for Jess’s  

chickens or Trish’s sheep.  Lesley Ottey from Envirowaste 

Christchurch came in to talk about growing our own food.   

Jill made a frittata with the veg Lesley brought to discuss and 

the duck eggs that she brought from home.  Take a look at the 

board in the waving window room to find out more. 

 

To the families that are moving on to school—dood luck we will 

miss you x. 

 

Welcome to the new children in Atawhai. 

 

Jill our wonderful neighbour who kindly donated her excess craftpaper for the children in Manaaki 

& Atawhai and beautiful doll’s house for Whakanui. 

Swannanoa Preschool  

Communal Garden Committee 

Lesley Ottey, Envirowaste Christchurch came to visit us 

and talked about growing our own food—and had 

some great ideas for sourcing  items to develop our 

garden 

Events Term 4 
 

Tuesday Oct 6th—Sibling Day 

Friday Oct 23rd—Pink & Pirate Day for Breast Cancer 

Friday Oct 30th—Dress Up Day for Halloween 

Tuesday Nov 10th— Celebrate Show Day, wear a hat/fascinator 

Thursday Nov 26th—Pet Day 

Wednesday Dec 16th—Bike Day 

Can everyone please bring extra clothes for all children.  We will start having water play in Term 4 as the weather gets better.  The children 

make rivers in the sandpit and can often be up to their elbows and knees in water.  It’s great fun but very messy. 

Please bring a named sunhat from now on—children will not be allowed outside without a hat on.  We have spares but having their own is 

better and encourages care of their own property to develop independence skills. 

We will be sunblocking children in Term 4.  We use the cancer society sunblock.  If you prefer to use your own sunblock please let the  

 teachers know.  Bring a bottle to preschool with your child’s name on so that we can apply it at lunchtime. 

A quick message to anyone toilet training their child.  Information on toilet training is in the bathroom area—please take a sheet if you need 

it.  Remember that toilet training at home can be quite different from Preschool.  We have 42 children most days so the bathroom is 

a busy place.  The teacher in charge of nappies and toileting can have up to twenty children in nappies or toilet training some days.  It 

may not be possible to recognise the signs that your child is ready to use the toilet as easily as it is at home.  If children soil when 

wearing undies it may be necessary to put on a pull up to ensure that the environment, bikes, chairs and carpet are hygienic for all 

the children. 



 

 

Children’s Learning 

Why are relationships and connections with Family and Community are so valuable in your child's early child-

hood education?  

  

Let me take a moment of your time to briefly explain why... 

  

Our preschool philosophy guides what happens every day here at preschool. Everything we do relates to this phi-

losophy - it is at the heart of our practice. Our philosophy explains that we work hard to nurture relationships with 

family/whanau and the community. We believe that we are a community of learners, who all have something to 

offer. Children and their families can be teachers too. Just as teachers step into learners shoes too. 

  

• The early childhood curriculum Te Whariki helps us in planning the curriculum and assessing children's learn-

ing. This curriculum explains that children's learning and development are fostered if the well-being of their family 

and community is supported and respected. The curriculum makes links with the everyday events of families, 

whanau, local communities and cultures.   

  

  

We welcome and value family and community contributions to our curriculum and programme. Please don't be 

afraid to share your knowledge or ideas with us...after all we are a Community of Learners.  

 

Thank you to everyone who donated a gold coin on dress up day —we raised $98.50 which has been donated to 

Childfund for children affected by the Chilean earthquake. 

 

If anyone has some old newspapers lying around can you please give to Katrina Joseph in Manaaki—she needs 

them for communal garden and worm farm. 

Many thanks 



 

 

CAR PARK SAFETY 

The speed limit in the car park is 

10kph 

please adhere to this at all times 

There is to be  NO overtaking down the driveway under any circum-

stances!! Yes it has happened! 

 

Please check your phone before you turn your car on, not as you are  

exiting through the car park. 

When purchasing items in either The Warehouse or Ware-

house Stationery please present our unique number 

BYSJ 45 H and we will benefit directly as a result. 

Important 

If your child has had an accident/incident (falls/bumps/bruises 

etc) at home it is really important for you to let us know, so that 

we are aware of your child’s needs at preschool 

Important 

Our license does not allow us to have children on the premises 

outside of the hours of 9am to 3pm, so your cooperation with this 

is very much appreciated. 

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;  

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you.  We will 

also send reminders to your mobile about special events, like bike days, preschool barbe-

cues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100 percent of our 

parents in our system. 

To register for free text messages 

TEXT THE FOLLOWING  MESSAGE TO: 

8987  follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!  Never miss a dress up day again 

General  

Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, 

bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes 

etc, we are an Enviroschool 

 

 Can you please notify us well in 

advance what date your child will 

start school 

 

Please phone in if your child is 

absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your 

child before coming to preschool 

and we will apply again during the 

day 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  

Newborn boer goat kids to 

give away to a good home. 

Ideal for pets. 

  

Please contact Geoff or 

Tracy Moore at 03-3120-

012 or 027-432-4277 or at 

gtmoore@farmside.co.nz 

Peppers Pony Parties  

Two miniature ponies at your birthday including rabbits 

and guinea pigs to cuddle 

$200.00 per hour 

Clare Rose 022-659 2211 

03-312 6625 

LOCAL CHILDMINDER 

Please contact 

Emily Bosworth 

I have a current first aid certificate, police check and have my level 3 and 5 in 

early childhood education and care. 

My own daughter attends Swannanoa Preschool 

Phone Emily 

03 261 2227 

027 476 8080 


