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Tena Kotutou, Morena, Aloha, Ni How!!!

What a busy first term we have had here at Preschool, great relationships forming and strengthening, lots of learning happening and much fun had!
The introduction of Seesaw has been well received and we have had an outstanding uptake. If you are having problems signing up please see Lorraine or Jo—it only takes two minutes. If you haven't returned your photo sharing
consent please do so as soon as you can.
The teachers have been uploading photos of your childs learning experiences and will also be uploading the learning stories (no, this is not to replace your child’s learning journal but in addition to).
I know those of you who have already signed up are loving it and we are relly appreciating the interaction and feedback.
Please remember that our opening hours are 9:00am to 3:00 pm, it is important that your child is promptly picked
up at 3:00pm as this is our Ministry officiated finish time. Late pick-ups can incur a penalty fee as per our fees policy.
And, as always, please take all care in the car park. SLOW DOWN and do not use your mobile phone while the car is
moving.
If you are taking time off in the holidays enjoy and stay safe
Look out for our daffodil planting day early in Term Two—spring will be gloriously yellow!
Glenda Albon, Early years Facilitator
Came to visit us last week, as she left she gave us this note.
Talofa lava Jackie, Ange, Lyncia (in her absence) Jo, Lorraine, the Teachers and Children.
Fa’afetai tele Lava
Thank you so much for the fabulous and emotional welcome you gave for me
this morning. I am honoured to have been included in this way.
Your team, children and families have embraced a strong culturally intelligent
culture throughout your centre—congratulations to you all.
Alofa afu Glenda

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and you are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.

Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson
Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui News - From Lyncia and the Team
This term we have a new group learning focus; Tikanga Whakaako and Māturanga—positive, sensitive and responsive interactions.

You may have noticed that your child’s clothes are covered in paint or gloop or slime—we are trying to provide more art and
tactile activities. So, please put in spare clothes that are not the child’s best.

Don’t forget to bring in your family photos for our whānau tree. Also, don’t forget to bring in spare clothing, footwear and
gumboots for the changing weather.

Atawhai News
We had a lovely visit from Glenda at Core Educaton who has been supporting kaiako during their journey of growing their cultural intelligence. Tamariki put their heart and soul into welcoming Glenda to our Centre, and then presented her with a beautiful Tapa cloth that tamariki and kaiako had made. I was reading Glenda’s review the other night which she sent to other member of the course and her comments were “I was welcomed with a delightful ceremony of singing, led by one very confident and
competent young boy”. Hei toi whakairo he man tangata, where there is artistic excellence there is human dignity.
Please remember to name all items as at the end of term we seem to have quite a wardrobe of unnamed clothing left behind crying out for an owner. Also please ensure your child has spare named clothing in their bag for times of need. With these cooler
days it is also a good idea to ensure your child has a named jacket for when we go outside.
Has anyone been to the Cook Islands recently, or planning on heading that way? Don’t forget the teachers would love to tag
along with you, no seriously, we would really lvoe any artefacts that you have collected and are willing to donate to Atawhai for
us to display.

Manaaki News
From Ashleigh and the Team
A big warm welcome to the new families who have recently joined us in Manaaki. It is lovely getting to know you all.

Nga Tamariki (the children) have been interested in Fairy Tales. Nic & Jackie are going to begin by introducing the Cinderella
story. We look forward to nurturing the creativity and imagination that each of our children possess. If you would like to contribute to this please chat with a Teacher. You might like to come and tell a story to the children.

The weather is changing—please send a NAMED jacket every day.

Anna Allen for donation of the bibs to Whakanui
Fiona for the baby carriers for our family corner
Tracy for the baby blankets
Kristy & Maria for the beautiful Dutch Olie Bollen when we celebrated Kings Day
Helen for bringing in special artefacts from Holland for us to look at
Anna & Andy Robson for untreated timber
Andy Hogan for donation of timber

Children’s Learning
Getting ready for school - a thought provoking article by Pennie Brownlee
Love and fear
“How does what you do prepare my child for school?” This is a very common question from parents for teachers in all early childhood services. The question is driven by
two things: firstly love; love of the child and the desire for the loved child to fare well in the new environment. The question also reveals an underlying fear; fear that the
loved child will be left behind and floundering when they leave that early childhood and head to school.
Crossing the bridges without rivers
But when you think about it, the question makes about as much sense as asking someone in their later years, “How are you preparing for the Old People’s Home? Practicing on a Zimmer frame are you?” It is not appropriate to practice Zimmer frame manoeuvres until you need to. You could if you wanted to, but why would you waste
time doing that when you have other things to do?
Back to basics
The Zimmer Frame analogy is a mirror of the ‘ready for school’ concerns. What would be more useful for us as parents - and for our children - would be for us to focus on
the basics which set children up for the next phase in their ‘away from home’ life, the basics which will serve them well both in school and for the rest of their lives. Out of
fear, parents want early childhood educators to ‘teach their children their colours, teach them the alphabet, teach them to write their name, teach them to sit still on the
mat’. But when you look at this list, it really is the most impoverished kind of curriculum - a few basic skills that school teachers get paid to teach your child when he or
she arrives in the classroom. And remember, all children have a brain and as soon as they see that ‘the game at this place called school’ is sitting up with you arms
folded like an Egyptian statue, they play the game - providing they have already mastered the basics of being a social being in a social setting. Sitting up on the mat takes
all of one minute to master - why would you practise and practise and practise thereby taking precious time away from learning the basics? The basic curriculum from
birth to 6 years, is to learn to be a social being in a social setting.
How well do you get on with others?
Now, there’s a first class curriculum question! How easily are you able to make and sustain relationships? The age that it is the easiest to learn how to get on with others
elegantly is in those first six years. You will have noticed that when children have a falling out, two minutes later they are the best of friends. They resume playing without
any grudge, without any notion of revenge, without any ‘stuff’ going on in their heads. So what do children need from the us so that we make the most of that ‘window of
grace and openness’ and support them to unfold their social skills? A good place to start would be to ponder on what those skills are.
Social skills for human children
Our children need to • learn how to be empathetic to the feelings of others
• learn how to grow, exercise and manage their will
• learn how to ask for their needs to be met
• learn how to say no and to stand up for their own needs and rights
• learn how to negotiate
• learn how to manage and express their feelings safely
• learn the difference between using power or force with others
• learn how to stay in their power in conflict situations and never resort to using force.
• learn conflict resolution skills • learn the speech patterns which are non-violent and lead to solutions
• learn the social conventions we call manners
If you think that list looks like the curriculum for professional development in a Team Building Non-violent Communication course for the adult workplace, you are right, it
is. It is the curriculum that most of us need to learn as adults precisely because we didn’t get the above basics (which form the fabric of a harmonious society) when it
would have been easiest for us to learn them, before we went to school. We were too busy learning to sit still on the mat, chanting our colours or learning to write our
name. In the adult world, personal grievance cases are epidemic, with all the unhappiness and misery that those soured relationships spill into the workplace. A personal
grievance case is a result of one or two technically qualified human beings not being qualified with skills for working well with others. Unable to reach satisfactory results
between themselves, estranged adults do the equivalent of the child who gets the teacher or parent to solve their problems for them. Nothing wrong with that per se, but it
would be much better if we supported our children to master the skills to manage their relationships elegantly, so that as adults they could handle the conflict that inevitably arises in situations and relationships.
It’s up to us
Behaviour is caught, not taught. Does that scare you? No? Then you haven’t understood what I said. It is as Joseph Chilton Pearce says, “We tell children how to be and
they keep mirroring back what we are. If we are to raise happy, intelligent children, we must bring to wholeness the models they are following.” Children learn how to
behave by ‘downloading’ the way the other people behave around them: so essentially, they are downloading us. Most of us have heard ourselves when we are flustered
spouting stuff that is ‘pure Mum or Dad’, word for word. We downloaded their programmes and now we resort to them when we are hassled ourselves. They form our
‘default setting’. Our task as teachers and parents of young children is to smarten up our act and learn the social skills we are not so accomplished in. In workshop situations, when people are asked how it is for them in conflict situations, to date, noone has answered that they are pleased with their skills for successful relationships. People answer that they are not really competent in any of the skills in the list above except the last one; they do have a handle on manners.
Adults’ job description
So that is our first task as parents and teachers: that we take seriously the social learnings which lead to living as a successful, happy, fulfilled social being. That means
we will need to be honest with ourselves, and undertake to upskill where we have weaknesses. As adults we have to do the hard work of learning the skill consciously. It
is not like that for the child though, he or she simply ‘soaks in’ the learning subconsciously. In those first six years it is absolutely effortless for children to become well
adjusted social beings if the adults in their lives model friendship and harmonious social relationships.
Our second task is to support our children as they learn those skills listed above, and playing is the very best way to practise these ‘people skills’. No difficulty there,
every child loves to play: it is up to us to support them in their love of play. In the right play (learning) environments, and with people who are competent in people skills,
children will be competent in the skills listed by the time they pack their bags for their first day at school. Primary school teachers (and secondary teachers) long to receive children in their classes who have great social skills. These children make their job worthwhile, and that frees them to get on teaching their curriculum. We know
that when we support children in unfolding superior social skills we are not only “getting them ready for school’, we are taking our responsibility very, very seriously: we
are setting up those same children for a happy and fulfilled life.
Pennie Brownlee

Congratulations to....

The Wigley Family on the birth of a baby sister for Louie
The Siasu Family on the birth of a baby sister for Leilani
The Gilchrist Family on the birth of a baby brother for Tom
The Jones Family on the birth of a baby brother for Ariya

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc
Please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the day

Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE
TEXT YOU
REMINDERS;
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text
messages
TEXT THE
FOLLOWING
MESSAGE TO:

8987
follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it
you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

