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Kia ora koutou, 

It's March - the first day of Autumn. How crazy is that?! 

I hope you have all had a fantastic summer and enjoyed the amazing weather we have been  

having. Now for the beautiful season of changing colours and jumping in piles of leaves! 

We have some exciting things happening in Centre from a strategic point of view.  

In line with our Strategic Plan we are continuing with our Leadership opportunities for all staff 

and have set up teams to look at the following areas in depth. 

� Transitions (into centre and within centre) 

� Bicultural Practice  

� Collaborative Culture (within centre and committee)  

� Transition to School 

� Pasifika  

� ESOL (English as a second language) learners/multi cultural practice 

We have taken on 3 students over and above our ratios to ensure there is time available for 

these opportunities while ensuring we continue to provide high quality care and education of all 

of our preschoolers. 

Our students Alice and Courtney continue with us this year and we also welcome Flo. 

Flo has started with us as a student from NZ Tertiary College, and is six months into her 

Degree.  Flo has been living in Auckland and has relocated to live in Oxford. 

Alice  Alice is doing amazingly well as she continues to regain use of her legs following her 

bleed on the spine.   I have never seen such a positive, motivated young lady. What a 

fantastic role model for all of your young children. We can't wait to see Alice back at 

the Preschool.  

 

By providing these Leadership Opportunities to all staff we are not only benefiting the Centre 

hugely but also ensuring ownership and empowerment for all. 

 

If any of our Preschool Whānau would like to know more or would like to get involved -  

knowledge, resources, passion! Please let us know. 

 

We will be seeking your feedback / input throughout the year and would really appreciate  

receiving any from you. 

 

If at any time you would like to see our Strategic Plan or Annual Action Plan please ask at  

Reception 

 

Noho ora mai rā, nā (look after yourself) 

 

Jo 

Centre Manager 

Kāhore taku toa i te toa takitahi, he toa takitini  

We cannot succeed without the support of those around us 



 

 

Nursery News - From Ange and the Team 

 

Lyncia, Jackie and Ange attended a very exciting workshop on Pasifika resources, watch this space to see some new additions 

to our environment and some fun activities happening with tamariki. 

Manaaki News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

 

 

  

We have been focusing on the 5+ a day challenge over the 

past few weeks - you may have seen some of our activities 

and ideas up on our planning board in Manaaki - please do 

stop to have a read of this at some stage. Activities have  

included fruit salad, using vegetables from the garden to 

make quiche, stewed rhubarb, vegetable memory match and 

much more. If you have any more ideas we would love to 

hear them.  

  

There has also been an interest in space and the solar  

system. We have started some paper mâche planets. If you 

have any information/knowledge/ideas to share please see a 

teacher.  

  

Does anyone have any boxes for our collage area? We would 

love them - thank you.   

 

Atawhai News 

From Kerry and the Team 

 

 

 

The children are still showing an interest in the Natural  

Environment. We have continued to search for bugs which has 

developed into an interest in bees and honey. We have used 

some of the fruit around the preschool to make jam and chut-

ney to share. If anyone wants to bake with the  

children please feel free to approach any of the teachers to set 

a time. We have got lots of apples to use up if you have any 

ideas. 

 We are in need of boxes for the collage area. The children are 

being so creative and are using them quicker than we can sup-

ply them.  Art supplies of any kind are always welcome too. 

 

The 5+ a day challenge was a great success. Mitzi made  

yoghurt with the children. So many people supplied fruit for the 

fruit salad the children made for afternoon tea.  

The children had a fantastic bike day and camping day.  

 

General News 

 

A warm welcome to the new families that have joined us.  Children are settling well and it is lovely getting to know you all.  

Please do not hesitate to approach a teacher if you have any questions or concerns - we will help in any way we can.  

Gayle has been working with Penny from Manaaki to organise transition to school visits for this year. Gayle will inform you of 

any visits before they are due. 

 

Remember to fill in any permission slips. Don’t forget to enrol your child at the school you want them to go to. 

 

Can you please bring back your child’s learning journal so that teachers can add to them 

 

Keep reading the information we give out so that you know which events are coming up 

 



 

 

Karly Flanagan for the Christmas 

Decorations 

Everyone who came to Fish ‘n Chip 

night. 

Tracy Newell for donating the cameras to Preschool 

Children’s Learning 

Tikanga Practices 

 

Tikanga Māori - Protocols overview  

Tikanga can be described as general behaviour guidelines for daily life and interaction in Māori culture. Tikanga is commonly based 
on experience and learning that has been handed down through generations. It is based on logic and common sense associated 
with a Māori world view.  

At Swannanoa Preschool we use tikanga in our every day practice, this demonstrates our commitment to bi-cultural partnership in 
Aotearoa New Zealand and respect for The Treaty of Waitangi. 

Examples of Tikanga 

We use relevant greetings, karakia and waiata to show hospitality  

We have respect for sleeping children and do not step over them, we sleep the children feet to feet or head to head, we try not 

to pat, stroke or rub children’s heads –heads are te tapu (sacred) 

We do not sit on tables or allow children to sit on tables 

We do not change babies on the table, we use the change area in the bathroom 

We do not allow children to sit on the cubbies-this is where their food is kept 

We do not sit on food preparation surfaces 

If we use harakeke (flax) for art purposes we use the older, outer leaves and allow the young leaves the chance to grow. We bury 

the unused flax back under the plant. We say a karakia (prayer) before we cut. 

We say a karakia before our meal to thank everyone for the preparation of food. 

Participating in a different culture takes time and patience. If you are unfamiliar with tikanga, learn as much as you can from as 
many sources as possible. Learning about tikanga will enrich your experiences with the culture and improve your ability to partici-
pate fully.  

We hope that you will support us as we develop our knowledge and practice in the future.  

Events Term 1—2016 

February: 

• Monday 15th February- Bike day 

• Wednesday 24th February- Camping day 

March: 

• Thursday 17th March- St Patricks day 

• Thursday 24th March- Easter egg hunt 

April: 

• Tuesday April 5th- Bike day 

 

Congratulations to.... 

 

Abbe and Johnny Todd on the birth of Lennox a brother for 

Jackson 

 

We have meadow hay for sale, $10 per bale, baled Nov 2015. 

Good quality, barned stored on pallets. 

0221063998  

Thanks Charlie 



 

 

CAN WE  

TEXT YOU  

REMINDERS;  

In the unlikely event of a school clo-

sure, we would like to be able to text 

you.  We will also send reminders to 

your mobile about special events, like 

bike days, preschool barbecues etc 

Many of you have signed up already, 

but our aim is to have 100 percent of 

our parents in our system. 

To register for free text  

messages 
TEXT THE  

FOLLOWING  

MESSAGE TO: 

8987 

follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it 

you're good to go!   

Never miss a dress up day again 

General  

Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, 

bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes 

etc, we are an Enviroschool  

No Peanut Butter or Peanut  

products 

 Can you please notify us well in 

advance what date your child will 

start school 

Please phone in if your child is 

absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your 

child before coming to preschool 

and we will apply again during the 

day 

 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  

  

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE  

LIKE 

AND  

SHARE 

OUR  

FACEBOOK 

PAGE 


