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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
Kia ora koutou,
Well winter has certainly arrived, although as I write this the sun is streaming through the windows.
The Enviroschools team had a great day out a couple of weeks ago visiting a number of green-gold
preschools and schools. We have many ideas that we will be sharing with you over the coming months as
we look towards achieving our Green-Gold status.
Danielle Davidson
We are excited to announce that Danielle will be joining us full time in Manaaki on the 11th June.
Danielle comes to us with a great deal of experience and we are really looking forward to having her as a
team member here at Swannanoa. Dani will introduce herself further upon her arrival.
Matariki
Our Matariki celebrations are about to commence—first up we have been invited by Swannanoa School
to join them for their Hangi on Thursday, hopefully the weather plays ball!
On Monday the 18th of June we will be having an evening celebration here at Preschool, concert, flax
weaving, story telling - details to follow, book it in your diary :)
We are looking for a Telescope for the evening—does anyone have one we could borrow??
Thank you to the Committee for last Friday’s parent coffee morning, lots of laughter could be heard
coming down the hall.
Be sure to look out for these and come along and meet some new Mums...and Dads...come on Dads!

The Nursery move has gone really well and tamariki are

Please ensure you when leaving the

enjoying their new spaces.

classroom areas or the main entrance
Thank you all for your positive feedback on this as we
that you do not hold the door or gate
continually look to enhance experiences for our tamariki. open for a child that is not with an adult.
You will see there is temporary fencing by the school
field, please ensure that your school children
wait at this fencing for you.
Our Values:
Relationships
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Passion
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Please keep your child within arms reach
or hold their hand in the carpark

Communication Respect

Fun/Laughter

Sustainability

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
You are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.

Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui News
We would like to say a big nau mai (welcome) to our new families / whānau, we are delighted that you and your
tamaiti / tamariki (child/ren) have come to join us in the Whakanui and old Nursery classrooms.
Over the last few weeks we have been organising our move to the old Nursery classroom (we will have a new name
for this classroom soon), the move has gone smoothly and all of the tamariki have settled well into their respective
classrooms, we would like to thank everyone for their assistance and support with the changes that have occurred
for our infants and toddlers. If you have any questions in relation to the new look classrooms please do not hesitate to talk with any of the Whakanui and Nursery teachers.
Because we are not utilising two classrooms we welcome two new ngā kaiako, Olivia who will be working with us
four days in Whakanui and Tash who will be working with us full time in the Nursery. We are thrilled to have Olivia
and Tash join us and we know that they are both looking forward to acquainting themselves with all of the
Whakanui/nursery tamariki and families/ ngā whānau.
Winter is certainly upon us so it is important that your child/ren bring to preschool clothing that will enable them
to explore outdoors in adverse weather conditions that we can often experience during these winter months—
coats, hats, gumboots etc. It is also very helpful if these items of clothing are named so as they go home with their
rightful owner.
The tamariki are enjoying heuristic play so if anybody has old pots, pans, cooking utensils, muffin tins etc that they
no longer use we would appreciate them in the Nursery as we would like to increase our supply of resources for
‘heuristic play’. Heuristic play is about playing with real-life, everyday objects and providing tamariki with an opportunity for open-ended discovery.
Do not forget if you tamaiti has transitioned to the Atawhai and Manaaki classrooms over the last month their
graduation photo now adorns our graduation wall. If you would like a copy of your child’s graduation photo talk
with any of the Whakanui teachers who will gladly organise a copy for you. Reminders: The Whakanui group photo
is now displayed upon the classroom door and available for order.
The Whakanui Team: Lyncia, Jan, Jenni, Kaye, Emily, Tash & Anna

Atawhai News
There has been a lot of interest with the tamariki in construction, we have a request for shoe boxes, so we can
paint them and use them for building / blocks. A big thank you to Kaye Eddington and her son, who works at Mitre
10 for bringing in some wood for the carpentry area, the tamariki have been making some amazing creations.
SEARCHING FOR….. a volunteer that would be able to spend an hour a week offering their services to teach our
children (while working alongside the teachers) some carpentry / building skills. We have the basic tools but
would like to offer more experiences for our children with this are of the curriculum. The teachers can offer our
volunteer tea or coffee and a chocolate biscuit and some helpful enthuasiast children for their time with us at the c
entre. The Atawhai Team: Leeanne, Jess, Katrina, Laura, Rebecca, Trish, Courtney & Jo

Manaaki News
We are about to welcome a new teacher to the Manaaki team. Danielle will be joining us from the 11th of June, full
time. Dani brings a wealth of ideas and experience that will be a great asset to Swannanoa Preschool. Welcome to
the new families/whanau that have joined us. It is lovely getting to know you all. Please do not hesitate to approach any one of our teachers for a chat. We are settling in to the cooler months and are still enjoying lots of outdoor play. Please remember warm clothing that is NAMED for your child. Gumboots are great on wet
days! Currently there is lots of interest in construction and dancing. If you would like to share your skills, or if you
know someone who has skills to share please see a teacher. We are looking for family and friends who might like to
build something with the children, or share their dancing skills (perhaps yoga, ballet etc).
The Manaaki Team: Ashleigh, Penny, Katrina, Simone, Chontelle, Kerry, Jackie, Julie & Karen

Swannanoa Preschool Enviroschools / Communal Garden
The Enviroschools Team had a very inspiring trip to Bright
Horizons Preschool, North Loburn School and Loburn
School. We came back buzzing with ideas on how to progress towards gaining our green / gold Enviroschools
Award. Thank you to the Team. We look forward to
keeping our families and children informed about the
latest happenings around the Preschool.
Ka Kite
Laura

Please see Laura, Atawhai; Kerry, Manaaki; Jan,
Whakanui; Julie, Committee; Jo, Centre Manager

June Events & Key dates:
Extra events may be added throughout the month.
15th June—Matariki

Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in this newsletter, pop it on your
fridge and update as necessary :)

LATE PICK UP
Our policy states that
late picks up will incur a
$25 fee

Please DO NOT
bring toys from
home to Preschool

Transition to School
Transition to School Talk at Swannanoa Preschool
On Tuesday 22nd May we held a transition to school talk for parents over at Swannanoa School. Brian the Principal
and Bridie the Team Leader for Hapu 1 (junior team) hosted an information morning about starting at Swannanoa
School—what happens within the day, the routines, teachers, curriculum areas and then we were taken on a tour of
Hapu 1, where we got to see the classroom at work.
Thank you to those who attended, we hope that you found this valuable. We are hoping to offer another talk later in
Term 3.
School Enrolment
Please remember that you are responsible for enrolling your child at the school they will be attending.
A Tip for Making Transition to School a little easier

Plan a play in the playground on the weekend

Arrange a visit with the school and have a walk through



Meet the Principal

Penny and Jess
Transition to School Team

.

Thank you to Anita for the donation of dress ups
Frieda Lowe toys and books for move to nursery.
Corinne Lister for donation of spoons, cups for move to nursery
Karly Flanagan for the wonderful donation of the all hand knitted jerseys, hats and booties which were made by
Scott’s mum.
Julie Tapp and Peter for planting the area in from of the staff room and Manaaki.

Congratulations to....
Caitlin and Julian on the birth of a wee boy, brother to Lachlan and Mason
Olivia, Jared and Tom Cahill on the birth of Isobel
Sarah, Nathan and Lucas Waller on the birth of Damen Thomas
Tara and Arion Safi on the safe arrival of baby Esmae, a sister for Axel and Chloe.

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the
day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text messages
TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

8987 follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

PLEASE

SUPPORT OUR

LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

There are a large number of business owners amongst us
at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these.
The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory
has been raised.
If you are interested in having your business listed in a
Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on:
027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz
Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also! Look forward to hearing from you all!
Thank you—Heather

Supply or Supply & Installing for: * Roofing
* Wall cladding
* Rainwater systems/goods
* Rural or town
Call Mike 0272613991 or Marie 0272634350

Baby Buggy $50
Baby Bouncer $10
Both in Good Working Order
Contact; Malcolm Robertshaw
(03) 312-0250

Where educa
tion is a
"hands on"
experience...
Country Life In
Canterbury
492 Oxford
road, fernside,
r a n g i o r a Ph; 03310 6443
Mb: 027-412 2383
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