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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
On Friday the 19th we had a fabulous day planting daffodils around the Preschool boundary assisted by
the Swannanoa School students from Hapu 4, some lovely friendships formed, we will be awash with
yellow come spring!
On Wednesday 31st we are taking our tamariki across to
visit these students in their environment and engage in
’story time’.
We are so lucky to have a close relationship with
Swannanoa School and even if your child won’t be
attending this school they have the opportunity to be
involved in different school occasions and build
relationships with the school students.

June Events & Key dates:
29th May - 4th June
5th June Mon

Samoan Language Week
Queens birthday:
Centre closed
6th June Tue
Crazy Hair Day
18th June - 29th June Matariki
Please ensure you when leaving the classroom areas or the main
entrance that you never hold the door or gate open for a child
that is not with an adult. If you are not sure who belongs to who
don’t be embarrassed to ask, our tamariki can be very quick down
the hallway sometimes; their safety is our number one priority!

Extra events may be added throughout the month.
Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in
this newsletter, pop it on your fridge and
update as necessary :)

The Car Park!
Again I have had concerns brought to me re incidents in the carpark.
The committee are organising a car park ‘blitz’ you will see them over the coming weeks in high viz vests
encouraging safe behaviours and handing out info.
More detail to follow.

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and you are welcome to pop in and see me
at anytime.
Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson
Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui News
From Lyncia and the Team
We would like to welcome our new families/tamariki into Whakanui and we would like to say a sad farewell to those families/tamariki leaving us to relocate to other parts of the country.
Many of you have probably noticed that we are now filing the children’s art into an art box. This box is
situated just inside trhe door—please check this box for your children’s masterpieces!
As we are well and truly into the colder, wetter weather please ensure Tamariki have named jackets and
if possible gumboots as spare footwear.
Thank you to all the families who have signed the survey regarding our current self review, we will let you
all know the results in the next newsletter.

Atawhai News
From the Atawhai Team
Haere Mai, welcome to our new families in Atawhai. It is great to know you and please don't hesitate to
approach any of our Kaiako/teachers with any questions. We say goodbye to our five year olds off to
school and to some other families moving to live in other areas.
The colder weather is upon us so please send warm clothes and please make sure all clothing items are
named.
We welcome Kaye Eddington to our team, she will be with us full time till the end of the term.
As a group we will be focusing on Belonging/Mana whenua - helping children know they belong and have
a sense of connection to others and the environment. We are doing this by encouraging children to develop self help skills, caring for the environment, embracing all cultures and strengthening relationships.
We are also following the children's interests in the five senses and the change in season.
Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa. Let us keep close together not far apart.

Manaaki News
From Ashleigh and the Team
Haere Mai, welcome to our new families in Manaaki. It is great getting to know you—please don’t hesitate to approach any of our kaiako/teachers with any questions.
Thank you to those who have been sending their child with gumboots and a warm jacket in this wet
weather. Children love water and some spare clothes are useful when children get wet having fun in
muddy puddles!
As a group focus we are encouraging our tamariki to display values such as empathy, kindness, gentleness
and respect. We are doing this by role modelling, providing positive reinforcement and having reflective
conversations with tamariki / children.
Check out the display in the main area of Manaaki.

Alice & Sapphire-Rose Gillard for donation of baby toys
Scarlett Flanagan for the donation of toys

We are proud to be a SILVER Enviroschool
We celebrate all that has been achieved in our Enviroschools journey so far.
We are maintaining existing actions, developing new projects and involving more people.
We can see the Enviroschools kaupapa in the life of our ECE centre and community.
We are deepening our learning, our child inquiry and our practices. We can show progress in our journey towards being a
sustainable ECE centre and community.

The lovely Toni Watts from Enviroschools visited us on the 30th
May. She undertook a waste audit throughout the centre.
We eagerly await her feedback!

Children’s Learning

Matariki
What is Matariki?
Matariki is the Maori name for the group of stars also known as the Pleiades star cluster or The Seven
Sisters; and what is referred to as the traditional Maori New Year.

When is the Maori New Year?
The Maori new year is marked by the rise of Matariki and the sighting of the next new moon.
The pre-dawn rise of Matariki can be seen in the last few days of May every year and the new year is
marked at the sighting of the next new moon which occurs during June.

What does Matariki mean?
Matariki has two meanings, both referring to a tiny constellation of stars;
Mata Riki (Tiny Eyes) and Mata Ariki (Eyes of God).

Why is Matariki important?
Traditionally, depending on the visibility of Matariki, the coming season's crop was thought to be
determined. The brighter the stars indicated the warmer the season would be and thus a more
productive crop. It was also seen as an important time for family to gather and reflect on the past
and the future.

Why do we celebrate Matariki today?
Today Matariki means celebrating the unique place in which we live and giving respect to the land we
live on.

How is Matariki celebrated?
Matariki is celebrated with education, remembrance and the planting of new trees and crops
signalling new beginnings. Matariki was the optimum time for new harvests, and ceremonial offerings
to the land-based gods Rongo, Uenuku and Whiro to ensure good crops for the coming year.
It was also seen as a perfect time to learn about the land we live on and to remember whakapapa
(ancestry) who have passed from this world to the next and the legacy they left behind.

Calf rearing job wanted.
Hi my name is Cherie,
I'm an experienced calf rearer, I've worked on farms with 450-3000 cows and calf reared sole charge and in a
team.
I can only do school hours however.
I live in Swannanoa and am happy to travel, just not too far within the area.
If you're interested please ring or text me on 027 8201274

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc
Please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your

child will start school

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to
the day

preschool and we will apply again during

Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text
messages
TEXT THE
FOLLOWING
MESSAGE TO:

8987
follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES
There are a large number of business owners amongst us at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these. The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory has been raised.
If you are interested in having your business listed in a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on: 027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz
Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also!
Look forward to hearing from you all!
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