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Kia ora koutou, 

A huge welcome to our new families, I hope you are settling in well, we are really 

enjoying having you here with us at Preschool. If you are unsure about anything 

please ask us. 

As well as our usual action packed curriculum, I would like to share some extra 

things we are currently undertaking this term ... 

A wonderful parent - Anna, is doing art classes with some of our  4 year olds 

(Anna is a trained Art teacher). We are so lucky! 

On a Monday afternoon we take a group of our older 4 year olds over to Swanna-

noa School to join in with their junior Kapa Haka, and they just love it!! 

It’s busy all the time at Swannanoa!! 

 

Enviroschools Update 

Have you see our Enviroschool Vision Map? It is currently travelling throughout 

the  

preschool and bright orange! Be sure to have a read, lots of current and forward 

thinking initiatives. 

 

I was lucky to sit in on a rubbish/recycling talk with Lesley Ottey and the children 

this morning. I was amazed at the knowledge our children displayed in regards to 

rubbish vs  

recycling and our worm farm. Ka pai tamariki! 

 

Be sure to ask your child/ren about our composting, worm farm, rubbish and recy-

cling! 

 

Stay warm 

Jo 

Me mahi tahi tatou mo te orange o te katoa 

We must work together for the wellbeing of all 

Nga mihi nui 

Jo 



 

 

Whakanui (to treat with respect) News  

From Ange and the Team 

Reminder, please remember to pack warm clothes for the constantly changing weather and appropriate footwear, including 

gumboots for all that splashing in puddles. 

Matariki celebrations will be held on Friday 17th for Whakanui. 

Group focus in Whakanui is RESPECT– we would love to hear of any instances or times when you see your children using this 

skill at home. 

Manaaki (to take care of) News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

 

 

Welcome to all our new families/whanau in Manaaki. 

Some of you are new to the centre and others have 

transitioned from Whakanui. It is great getting to know 

you all. Please do not hesitate to chat with a teacher 

about any questions you have at this time. 

 

Winter is approaching - please send plenty of warm 

(named) clothing. Children may get wet (puddles etc) 

so extra clothing in children's bags is essential. We  

usually bag children's wet clothes up in plastic bags - if 

you have a reusable bag at home that you would like to 

use (e.g swimming bag or similar) please name it and 

send it along in your child's bag.  

 

Thank-you to those parents/whanau who contributed 

their thoughts and ideas to our Self Review questions 

on 'Positive attitudes to physical activity and food and 

nutrition'. Your feedback is valued and will be used to 

improve our teaching and learning programme for  

children.  

Atawhai (to show kindness) News 

From Kerry and the Team 

We have a couple of new displays on the walls. Laura has 

put up the care code for Swannanoa apreschool just  

inside the door to Atawhai. We are working together as a 

whole centre to receive our silver award from enviro-

schools. 

The display near the block area has some great photos of 

the children engaging in play. The words around the  

photos are the teaching techniques that teachers use to  

develop the children’s skills in all areas of the curriculum. 

Take a look at the planning board near the bathroom. It 

explains what we are focussing on in Atawhai. For the 

next few weeks we are looking at the children’s fine  

motor/manipulative skills and have planned to extend 

these skills with a variety of activities designed to suit all 

ages and stages.  

We would like everyone to collect bottle tops from jam 

jars, baby food, baby milk powder etc so that we have a 

variety of tops in metal and plastic to use for heuristic 

play and for maths and sorting activities please.   

 

 

 

 

 

General 

We would love more boxes and craft materials. Remember to pack your coat and warm clothing and some spare 

clothes as we still have messy and water play. Make sure that you sun block your children in the morning as we are 

no longer routinely sun blocking at preschool. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

� Thank you to the sutherlands 

and ITM for the bark in the  

 communal garden, thank you to Anita Ramsey and her Mum for 

 picking it up, and thank you to Anna P in Manaaki for starting the 

 mural on the communal garden shed  

� Michelle McLeod for the rolls of artwork paper 

� Heller Family for the plastic containers 

� To everyone who brought cardboard boxes for collage 

� To Laura for organising a visit from the Science Alive teaching 

service.  

Term 2 Events 2016 

May: 
Thursday May 12th- Dress up day (anything you like) 

Friday May 27th- Bike day 

June: 
Wednesday June 1st- Crazy hair day 

June 6th – 10- Matariki week 

Wednesday 15th June and Friday 24th June - Special person 

day. 

July: 
Friday July 1st– International Day 

'Oxford is having a right royal sale to  

celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday! Check out 
other local retailers for instore discounts & promo-

tions'...??  

Congratulations to.... 

Karly & Scott Flanagan on the birth of  

Rex Anthony Flanagan 

born 11/05 

8lb 2oz 

Kirsty & Peter Schouten  on the birth of 

Benjamin Schouten 

Born 12th May 2016 

7lb 2oz 



 

 

Children’s Learning 

Matariki 
 

 

What is Matariki? 
Matariki is the Maori name for the group of stars also known as 

the Pleiades star cluster or The Seven Sisters;  and what is re-

ferred to as the traditional Maori New Year. 
When is the Maori New Year? 
The Maori new year is marked by the rise of Matariki and the sighting of the next new moon. The pre

-dawn rise of Matariki can be seen in the last few days of May every year and the new year is marked 

at the sighting of the next new moon which occurs during June. This next occurs on 5 June 2008. 

What does Matariki mean? 
Matariki has two meanings, both referring to a tiny constellation of stars; Mata Riki (Tiny Eyes) and 

Mata Ariki (Eyes of God). 

Why is Matariki important? 
Traditionally, depending on the visibility of Matariki, the coming season's crop was thought to be de-

termined. The brighter the stars indicated the warmer the season would be and thus a more produc-

tive crop. It was also seen as an important time for family to gather and reflect on the past and the 

future. 

Why do we celebrate Matariki today? 
Today Matariki means celebrating the unique place in which we live and giving respect to the land we 

live on. 

How is Matariki celebrated?  

Matariki is celebrated with education, remembrance and the planting of new trees and crops signal-

ling new beginnings. Matariki was the optimum time for new harvests, and ceremonial offerings to 

the land-based gods Rongo, Uenuku and Whiro to ensure good crops for the coming year.  It was 

also seen as a perfect time to learn about the land we live on and to remember whakapapa 

(ancestry) who have passed from this world to the next and the legacy they left behind. 

 

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;  
 

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to  

be able to text you.   

We will also send reminders to your mobile about special 

events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc  

Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 

100 percent of our parents in our system. 
 

To register for free text messages 
 

TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO: 

8987 

follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it 

you're good to go!   
 

Never miss a dress up day again 

General Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes 

etc 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an 

Enviroschool 

No Peanut Butter or Peanut products 

 Can you please notify us well in advance what date 

your child will start school 

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming 

to preschool and we will apply again during the day 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  


