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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
Kia ora koutou,
Well the cold weather has certainly set in! We are warm and cozy at Preschool though and have just
installed another heat pump in the Nursery area just to make sure!
The new nursery spaces are working really well and the tamariki are benefiting from this.
Hopefully you have all had a chance to read the draft Strategic Plan I sent out last week, we are already underway
with a number of goals which I will share with you over the coming weeks.
A big welcome to all our new tamariki and whānau that have joined us over the last few months.
We are still busy fielding enquiries but do have a few spaces becoming available for next term as a number of
children depart for school, so if you are after extra sessions please let us know in the office.
We have a number of parents who have been into the office over the last few weeks with concerns over
carpark behaviour: Please ensure you hold your child's hand in the carpark.
Please do not talk on the phone while driving
Please give people space when they are reversing into a park.
Please slow down.

Staffing:

Jackie from Manaaki will be finishing up with us—very sad
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JO
for us but exciting for Jackie.
Jackie is relocating to the North Island to be closer to her
whānau.
Jackie joined us here at Swannanoa in 2014 and has been an
integral part of our team and we will miss her!
Her last day here at Preschool will be Friday the 13th! You
Please ensure you when leaving the
are all invited to come and farewell Jackie with us.
classroom areas or the main entrance
All the best Jackie.
that you do not hold the door or gate
We are currently interviewing for Jackie’s replacement.

You will see there is temporary fencing by the school
field, please ensure that your school children
wait at this fencing for you.
Our Values:
Relationships

We believe in:
Passion
Loyalty

open for a child that is not with an adult.
Please hold your child's hand in the
carpark

Communication Respect

Fun/Laughter

Sustainability

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
You are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.

Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui & Nursery News
We would like to say a big nau mai (welcome) to our new families/whānau, we are delighted that you and your tamaiti (child)
have come to join us in the Whakanui and Nursery classrooms.
As we continue to experience typical winter weather patterns and avery cool temperatures, it is important to send your child/
children with appropriate clothing for winter weather, coats, hats, gumboots.
Please ensure you send plenty of named spare clothing to preschool as the tamariki enjoy the outdoor learning environment
(everyday—weather permitting) and changes of clothes are often necessary after exploring outdoors especially when messy
play activities are present. Messy play is regularly provided for tamariki as messy play supports language development, cognitive growth, fine/gross motor skills, problem solving/reasoning and social interaction.
As much as we all try at thie time of year to keep well and do our best to keep the winter clolds and ills at bay, illnesses do present themselves within out classrooms. Once we have confirmation of any illnesses that you child/children may have been
exposed to within out classrooms, notifications are placed upon the classroom doors, if you have any questions regarding
these notification do not hesitate to ask any of the kaiako.
Reminders; Graduation photos are available for tamariki who have transitioned to Manaaki and Atawhai, please talk with your
child’s key teacher if you would like a copy. Don’t forget to check your child’s cubby for art work, notices etc.
The Whakanui Team: Lyncia, Jan, Jenni, Kaye, Emily, Tash & Anna

Atawhai News
Nga Mihi nui ki a koutou to all the whānau who attended our Matariki evening—what a great turn out! We hope you all had a
blast!
Congratulations to Anna Allen who is now a Teacher-in-Training, well done Anna!
Could you please send tamariki with a sweatshirt as well as a jacket now that the weather is so changeable, it is good for them
to wear layers.
The Atawhai Team would like to thank Swannanoa Preschool Social Club for our winter goodies —the pizza and coffee went
down a treat!

Manaaki News
Wow! It is hard to believe that we are now half way through the year. With the shortest day behind us, we will be
looking forward to the warmer weather that is to come. But before that arm weather arrives, we still have some cold
days ahead—please remember to bring a warm coat, jumper and hat (all named) so that your child is nice and
warm when outside.
The children have all been enjoying being very creative at the moment. There has been a lot of amazing construction—with boxes, paper, stickers and construction equipment. The children’s imaginations have been very active
with creative ideas. This strong interest in construction has also seen the children share their ideas with others,
helping each other and including others into the making. As everyone has been so busy we are short of boxes—if
you have any that you could please bring in it would be greatly appreciated.
We were lucky enough to have Sarah Mead come in and take the children for a ballet session. The children just
loved this, as it extended and built on their strong interest of dancing and movement. You have seen some of the
things Sarah showed the children, being practiced at home.
Our Matariki evening on Monday 18th June was a great night. The children enjoyed coming back to Preschool, singing for the parents and spending time with their parents at the different Matariki activities we had available. We hope
that everyone had a good evening. By now we hope that you have all had the chance to meet Danielle. Dani has
joined the Manaaki Team (we are very lucky) and is enjoying getting to know everyone.
Wanted: If anyone has some plastic bags at home that they could donate to us, we would be greatly appreciative—
as we use them for wet clothes. Thank you.
A Reminder: Please remember that children are to have only water in their drink bottle at preschool (this also
includes not having fruit boxes, flavoured milk in lunch boxes) thank you for adhering to this. A Special Welcome to
all of our new children and families, we look forward to getting to know you all. Please feel free to stay and play and
talk with us.
The Manaaki Team: Ashleigh, Penny, Katrina, Simone, Chontelle, Kerry, Jackie, Julie & Karen

Swannanoa Preschool Enviroschools / Communal Garden
See our Environment Board made by Tracy McKercher in Reception on how YOU can
help the environment

July Events & Key dates:
Extra events may be added throughout the month.

LATE PICK UP
Our policy states that
late picks up will incur a
$25 fee

Tuesday 3rd July—Dress Up Day
Thursday 19th July—Celebrate Preschool Birthday with Dress Up Day

Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in this newsletter, pop it on your
fridge and update as necessary :)

Please DO NOT
bring toys from
home to Preschool

Transition to School
Transition from Swannanoa Preschool to school is a

big step.

Moving from Preschool to School is a big step for everyone involved—children and parents.
It involves a new environment, people, different routines, rules and expectations for everyone. For children it
means making new relationships (with peers and teachers), becoming familiar and secure in a new environment
(learning where things are and what to do), feeling confident in their own self help and self care and knowing that it
is ok to ask for help. For you as parents this transition means that you are responsible for being aware of what is
happening at school (schools have a calendar of events), having open conversations with the teacher (they are always approachable and are happy for you to initiate discussions and conversations about your child—sometimes this
may mean you have to make an appointment, as they are busy).
Jess and Penny are always here for you to chat to about transitions and how they may look for you as a parent and
and how they look for your child/ren.

Please remember it is never too early to enrol your child at school.
Penny and Jess
Transition to School Team

A massive thank you to everyone who supported our school wheelathon. Not only did the riders do an absolutely amazing job,
clocking up lap after lap, but our families were all so generous with their donations. Collectively our tamariki raised nearly $700
to spend on new bikes! Wooohoooooo and well done!! As you can imagine our bikes do a considerable amount of miles in any
given day, so we have been doing a few trials to make sure we get the perfect fit. Please check them out when you are next in pre
school…….but where aren’t guaranteeing any of you will get to ride them anytime soon.
They are proving very popular!
To Wendy, Mackenzie and Maddison Poskitt’s Grandma, for the donation of the play gym.

To Julie Tapp for including the tamariki in the plating of the walkway—its looking amazing

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the
day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text messages
TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

8987 follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

PLEASE

SUPPORT OUR

LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

There are a large number of business owners amongst us
at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these.
The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory
has been raised.
If you are interested in having your business listed in a
Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on:
027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz
Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also! Look forward to hearing from you all!
Thank you—Heather

Supply or Supply & Installing for: * Roofing
* Wall cladding
* Rainwater systems/goods
* Rural or town
Call Mike 0272613991 or Marie 0272634350

Where educa
tion is a
"hands on"
experience...
Country Life In
Canterbury
492 Oxford
road, fernside,
r a n g i o r a Ph; 03310 6443
Mb: 027-412 2383
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