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Thank you to Graham Moss who very kindly brought his baby pigs to visit preschool—

the children loved them  

 

 

If you have any ideas you  would like to share with us, or the children would be  

interested in please let us know—we would love to hear from you 

Swannanoa Preschool was incredibly lucky on Friday the 19th June to have some 

special visitors.  Sean from Canterbury Raptor Rescue came to visit, along with 

Debbie, a zoo keeper from Orana Park and fellow bird enthusiast, with Seans pet 

hawk named Eva. 

Sean runs the North Canterbury based Raptor Rescue and is the contact person for 

any birds of prey that need rehabilitation in the area.  This includes a great many 

birds that have been struck by passing cars and often need treatment by Willow-

bank Wildlife Hospital.  These birds then recuperate in Seans custom designed 

enclosure, are assessed to ensure they will be able to fly and look after themselves 

again in the wild, and released………all that is, except for Eva. 

Eva is a very special bird.  She was hit by a car and injured and as a result has been 

blinded in one eye.  She now lives with Sean and is becoming an ambassador for all 

birds of prey.  

There is often a misconception about these magnificent birds.  More feared than 

revered, these birds are usually only seen from afar, either eating roadkill, or cir-

cling overhead paddocks.  On Friday though, the preschool were able to see one up 

and close.  Eva has been handled and trained and is comfortable with being 

Governance Board. 

A huge thank you and farewell to Dawn who is leaving us as Angus turns 5 and heads off on his next adventure! 

Dawn was our Treasurer and has been on our Board for four years doing a superb job! Thank you Dawn for your time and the 

expertise you brought with you! All the best and we look forward to seeing you back with bubs next year! 

As such we are looking for a new parent to join our Governance Board.  The Treasurer’s role has the oversight of our financial 

functions and systems. The actual financial undertaking is delegated to our Centre Manager. You would need to be able to 

commit to attending a monthly meeting, have a passion for our preschool, would like to be involved and are keen to make a 

difference for all our tamariki (children). 

If you would like any further information feel free to drop in and have a chat to Jo or give our chairperson Chris a call (number 

available at office). 

Sean and Eva have a close bond and Sean is passionate about the education and conservation of birds of prey.  Eva 

perched happily on Seans gloved hand while Sean and Debbie spoke to the children about Eva.   

The children had plenty of questions for Sean and Debbie, and learnt that hawks are meat eaters, and nest on the 

ground.  They learnt that older birds have yellow eyes, yet younger birds have brown eyes, and that the female bird is 

bigger than the male and that they can be very clever and nurturing.  Some of the teachers and parents present also got 

the chance to put on a glove and handle Eva.  She was incredibly comfortable with being held and all those who held Eva 

walked away with a new appreciation of these beautiful birds.   

We think that Sean and Debbie both do a great job at looking after our wild birds and deserve all the support they 

can.  The preschool were delighted with the visit and would love to have Sean and Debbie return again soon! 



 

 

Tikanga Practices 
 

Tikanga Māori - Protocols overview 

  

Tikanga can be described as general behaviour guidelines for daily life and interaction in Māori 

culture.  

Tikanga is commonly based on experience and learning that has been handed down through 

generations.  

It is based on logic and common sense associated with a Māori world view.  

At Swannanoa Preschool we use tikanga in our every day practice, this demonstrates our 

commitment to bi-cultural partnership in Aotearoa New Zealand and respect for The Treaty of 

Waitangi. 

 

Examples of Tikanga 

 

We use relevant greetings, karakia and waiata to show hospitality  

We have respect for sleeping children and do not step over them, we sleep the children feet to feet 

or head to head 

We wash bedding separately 

We try not to pat, stroke or rub children’s heads – heads are te tapu (sacred) 

We do not sit on tables or allow children to sit on tables 

We do not change babies on the table, we use the change area in the bathroom 

We do not allow children to sit on the cubbies, this is where their food is kept 

We do not sit on food preparation surfaces 

If we use harakeke (flax) for art purposes we use the older, outer leaves and allow the young leaves 

the chance to grow 

We bury the unused flax back under the plant 

We say a karakia (prayer) before we cut 

We say a karakia before our meal to thank everyone for the preparation of food 

We show respect for others belongings 

 

Learn and Participate 

 

Participating in a different culture takes time and patience.  

If you are unfamiliar with tikanga, learn as much as you can from as many sources as possible.  

Learning about tikanga will enrich your experiences with the culture and improve your ability to 

participate fully.  

We hope that you will support us as we develop our knowledge and practice in the future.  



 

 

Nursery News - From Ange and the Team 

The numbers in the nursery over the past few weeks has shown that winter is well and truly upon us.  We have had a variety of 

illnesses; colds, virus's that include high temps and a variety of stomach bugs.  It is in the best interest of all tamariki and staff 

at our centre that children who are unwell stay home so that they can recuperate fully as per our Health & Safety Policy.  I 

would just like to thank families for their support and co-operation over this time. 

 

We have had a number of new tamariki starting in the nursery and unfortunately we have had to also farewell quite a few 

tamariki as they move on up to Manaaki and Atawhai.  We wish our new families a very warm Afio mai while wishing our leav-

ing families all the best with this next stage of the journey. 

  

You would have noticed that our blinds on the veranda have gone up and what a huge difference they make for kai time.  We 

are just waiting on our doors that should arrive during the school holidays so keep your eyes peeled for those, they are amaz-

ing.  Great to see the turnout for our 'fish and chip' evening, a very successful night and an awesome turnout from nursery 

families at such a tricky time of the evening, thanks  

Manaaki News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

We just can't believe that half the year has flown by all 

ready! It has been a chilly winter already, thank-you for send-

ing your children along with lots of warm (labelled) cloth-

ing as we like to get outside for some fresh air even on these 

frosty mornings.  

 Thank-you to those who came to our Fish n Chip night we 

hope you all had a wonderful time and it was nice to meet 

some new faces. We will be sure to have one again!  

 Sean from Raptor Rescue visited us last week with his pet 

hawk Eva. Eva was spectacular and we learnt lots. What a 

wonderful experience for everyone...thank-you to Nic for 

organising this. 

 Do you have any interesting materials/items we could use 

for creating things in our art corner? Material, ribbon, wool, 

string, stickers, feathers etc. Please see a teacher 

 We are creating an 'outdoor music wall' in Manaaki and are 

on the hunt for some items that will make a great sound! 

Such as metal pipes, muffin trays, pots, cutlery, dishracks, 

cake racks, sieves, colanders etc etc. Please see Nic or 

Simone.  

It's not too late to bring in a family/whanau photo to add to 

our tree. You can email these in if that is easier!  

 

Congratulations to the Robinson Family on the birth of beau-

tiful Oliver.   

Atawhai News 

From Kerry and the Team 

As you will have noticed I have moved the children’s learning 

priority board onto the board on the right hand side as you 

come into Atawhai. This has made the learning more visible and 

more parents and children have shown an interest in the dis-

play. If you have any questions please ask the teachers. 

The boards in the room with the waving window and family 

play area have now got examples of some of the children’s in-

terests and inquiries. These are displayed in a story form with 

pictures to explain what is happening- very similar to the learn-

ing journal format. They will be changed regularly, the dis-

played stories will be placed in a clearfile folder if you need to 

look at them in the future 

Thank you to Graham Moss, Lia Brown and Jo Foley for reading 

stories at mat time. If anyone else wants to read or sing please 

feel free, our group times are 11:30 and 2:40 ish. Talk to a 

teacher if you would like to join in or organise any events at 

preschool. 

It was great to see so many Atawhai families joining in the fish 

and chip night that Manaaki organised. It was lovely to be in-

vited to an event that children had organised with teachers. If 

you have any ideas for future events please talk to the teach-

ers, you could help to organise it. 

Gayle and Simone are still organising transition to school trips. 

The 4 year old children have visited Swannanoa school to have 

lunch and go to assembly. There is a trip organised to have a 

classroom visit to Ohoka school. Individual children are still vis-

iting their future new entrant class with their preschool key 

teacher. 

Please remember to put warm and dry clothes in your child’s 

bag. Children who are toilet trained still get wet at preschool. 

We go out to play at some point just about every day. 

Mark and Jenny our wonderful  

cleaners who donated $50 towards 

our new library 

 

Jordan Faulks  (Georgia’s Mum)for the 

paper from her Mum 



 

 

Children’s Learning 

Strand 2—Belonging 

 

Children and their families feel a sense of belonging.  

Goals: 

 

Children and their families experience an environment where: 

•Connecting links with the family and the wider world are affirmed 

and extended 

•They know that they have a place 

•They feel comfortable with the routines, customs, and regular 

events 

•They know the limits and boundaries of acceptable behvaiour 

 

Relationships of the Strand of belonging to the Curriculum  

Principles 

This strand is based particularly on the principles of Family and  

Community and of Relationships.  The curriculum makes links with 

the very day activities and special events of family, whānau, local 

communities, and cultures and welcomes the participation of the 

child’s extended family in decisions about the programme and about 

appropriate behaviours and management.  The Strand of belonging 

builds opportunities for social interaction with adults and other  

children and respects the achievements and aspirations of the child’s 

family and community.  Through these links, families and the  

community are empowered. 

 

 

Strand 3—Contribution 

Opportunities for learning are equitable and each child’s  

contribution is valued. 

Goals: 

Children experience an environment where: 

•There are equitable opportunities for learning, irrespective of  

gender, ability, age, ethnicity or background. 

•They are affirmed as individuals 

•They are encouraged to learn with and alongside others 

 

Relationships of the Strand of Contribution to the Curriculum  

Principles 

This strand builds especially on the principles of Empowerment and 

Relationships.  It draws on children’s abilities to contribute their own 

special strengths and interests, and it aims to empower children to 

find out what they want to know and to understand their own ways 

of learning and being creative.  Experiences in this strand will be 

supported by adults who provide the ‘scaffolding’ necessary for  

children to develop and who ensure active and interactive learning 

opportunities that are equitable interaction also relate to this strand 

to the principle of contributions are encouraged and valued.  The 

Holistic Development principle underpins the way each child’s  

experiences and contributions are linked to the total learning  

environment. 

Swannanoa Preschool Communal Garden 

Committee 

The Garden now has fencing and a gate.  Next 

step is designing the raised beds and communal 

seating area.  We are looking forward to hear-

ing family / whanau thoughts and ideas for our 

communal space.  Please take a moment to let 

us know what you would like to see for our 

children’s garden. 

Enviroschool News 

The Preschool had a visit from Canterbury 

Raptor Rescue from Sean and rescused pet 

hawk Eva.  Thank you to Nic from manaaki for 

organising this.  The children in Atawhai have 

been experiencing natural materials from the 

forest using Inquiry Skills, reference books 

and reflecting their understanding through 

art mediums.  We have been celebrating 

Matariki over the last couple of weeks, hear-

ing stories, doing art work and learning about 

the night sky. 

 

Many thanks to the 

Miles family for their 

very kind donation 

from which we  

purchased  

 

Kapa Haka Korowai  

and  

Kapa Haka Tama 



 

 

CAR PARK SAFETY 

The speed limit in the car park is 10kph 

please adhere to  

this at all times 

There is to be  NO overtaking down the driveway under any 

circumstances!! Yes it has happened! 
 

Please check your phone before you turn your car on, not as 

you are exiting through the car park. 

 

When purchasing items in either  

The Warehouse or Warehouse Stationery please pre-

sent our unique number 

BYSJ 45 H 

and we will benefit directly as a result. 

Important 

If your child has had an accident/incident (falls/bumps/bruises 

etc) at home it is really important for you to let us know, so that 

we are aware of your child’s needs at preschool 

Important 

Our license does not allow us to have children on the premises 

outside of the hours of 9am to 3pm, so your cooperation with this 

is very much appreciated. 

CAN WE  

TEXT YOU  

REMINDERS;  

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we 

would like to be able to text you.  We will 

also send reminders to your mobile about 

special events, like bike days, preschool bar-

becues etc Many of you have signed up al-

ready, but our aim is to have 100 percent of 

our parents in our system. 

To register for free text  

messages 
TEXT THE  

FOLLOWING  

MESSAGE TO: 

8987 

follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it 

you're good to go!   

Never miss a dress up day again 

General  

Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool 

 Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will 

start school 

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool 

and we will apply again during the day 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  

POLICY UPDATE;  

  

 

Currently reviewing changes to the Vulnerable Children’s Act and ensuring our policies are in line with these amendments.  

 

Next Policy for review will be Curriculum 



 

 

 

Riccarton Players  

present 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 

 

(adapted by Doug Clarke) 

Based on the short story by Hans Christian Anderson 

 

Directed by Annette Searle   

 

Performing: Thurs 9th – Sat 19th  

Thursdays & Fridays 7pm,  

Saturdays & Sundays 11am & 2pm. 

Tickets:  All tickets $10 

Venue:  Hagley Open Stage Theatre, Hagley College, 510 Hagley Avenue 

Bookings:  Phone 3384 699 or online:  www.riccartonplayers.co.nz 

Riccarton Players  has been presenting quality kidult productions for Kidsfest since it’s conception, this 
year they have selected The Emperor’s New Clothes.  

 

This delightful story that will satisfy children and adults alike, is a retelling of the short story by Hans 

Christian Anderson, with many additional well-known characters scattered throughout for good meas-
ure and to encourage involvement. We envisage audiences  sitting on the edge of their seats wanting 
to get involved in the action and attempting to stop the villains from succeeding with their devious 
plot.  
 

Traditional characters from other children’s stories have guest appearances, from Alice in Wonder-

land, Big Ears (without Noddy), the Queen of Hearts, a feisty Knave and a rather cutesy little dragon 
that loves to eat princes (or so she says).  Alongside the Cabinet Ministers and a meddlesome Cook 
the story wends its way through a 90 minute frenzy. 
 

Who will foil the nasty evil D D Foxx and her side-kick E C Catt from stealing the Emperor’s gold?   

Who will be brave enough to tell the Emperor the truth and stop him embarrassing himself in front of 
his loyal subjects?  

Will the Dragon get to eat the Prince or win her fight with the Knight in Shining Armour? 

Who will keep the Queen of Hearts from removing the heads of all she encounters? 

Only time, music and dance, Act Two mixed with random chases will cause all this to be revealed.  

 
For any further info, please contact: 

Julia Baars, Publicity Liaison: 021 430 050.   


