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Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,  

that which is nurtured, blossoms and grows 

  

 

 

 

Kia ora koutou, 

  

  

Christmas is coming!!! 

What an amazing year we have had here at preschool.   

We have welcomed eighty new children and their whanau into the centre, we have fare-

welled seventy three children off to school ready and eager for the next exciting step in 

their journey,.  I would like to say a huge thank you to all of our families for their support 

and input here at Preschool—invaluable.  To our committee members, you dedicate your 

time, expertise and experience willingly to us—we couldn’t do it without you.  To the staff, 

what a brilliant team, teachers, office, students and relievers, you are what makes our Pre-

school so special.  To our Tamariki—thanks for being you!! 

  

We have updated many resources, done lots of planting, installed new furniture, extended 

the car-park amongst many other things, all to keep us in tip top shape and to be able to of-

fer the best we possibly can to you and your Tamariki. 

  

I look forward to seeing you all at the 

 

 Ngā mihi 

Jo 

  



 

 

Whakanui (to treat with respect) News  
 

From Ange and the Team 

 

Christmas concert practise going really well.  Dates for the Christmas Concert, to keep in your diary, will be 2nd and 9th De-

cember, whichever suits you, invitations are in your cubby. 

Manaaki (to take care of) News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

The children attending our Tuesday Art Group with Anna Pil-

brow entered three murals into the Rangiora A & P show last 

week. The children were very excited to find out that they 

won 2nd prize for one mural and highly commended for an-

other! The artworks are on display in the hallway just past the 

office. Thank-you to Anna Pilbrow for donating lots of art ma-

terials and offering up her time to help us with the murals.  

 

If you have any preschool clothes at home (most of which 

have 'Swannanoa Preschool or SPS' written on them in vivid), 

please return them to preschool as soon as possible...we are 

running out!  

Please sunblock your child before preschool—we will reapply 

at 11:00am.  Also, please send a named sunhat. 

 

Christmas Party Friday 9th December 

ALL WELCOME 

Atawhai (to show kindness) News 

From Kerry and the Team 

Please remember to sunblock your children in the morn-

ing, and don't forget to let us know if the Cancer Society 

sunblock is not right for your child.  Remember sunhats! 

Lots of spare clothes from now on please, we will have 

water play on warm days. 

Can I remind everyone about the nut allergy policy.  It is 

usual in preschools not to have nut sandwiches and not 

bars. 

Planning, continuing with the Spring theme, we are 

looking at planting and growing in Atawhai.  We will 

look at life cycles and animal homes.  We involve all of 

the children from 2—5 in these activities.  We are also 

working on cutting skills.  From teaching children how to 

hold the scissors in one hand to cutting around shapes. 

Christmas Party Friday 2nd December 

ALL WELCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to.... 

Jennie and Emmanuel Raika on the birth of Isobel a sister for Emily. 

Amy and Duncan Taylor on the birth of Jack a brother for Esther 

Letitia Andrews and Daniel Gillard on the birth of a sister for Alice 

Amy-Leigh Rockhouse and Scott Wills at 6lbs 14ozs on the birth of a sister for Nivarah 

Did you know?? 

As well as our  incredibly busy and varied everyday curriculum we offer some amazing extra’s  

here at Swannanoa Preschool. 
 

Monday: Kapa Haka with Maaka and Michelle. 

Tuesday: Art classes are going well  
 

Is there anything else you would like to see included?  

Do you have any special skills or passions you  would be willing to come and share with us? 



 

 

 

Committee for organising the super fun bike-a-thon!  

Antonella's family for coming to bake Chilean food with 

the children in Manaaki, what a special treat.  

 

Annalee, Katie, and Rana for donating some big tyres.  

Lesley Ottey, Enviro-Educator, for donating crockery for us to use on the mosaics that we 

will be working on soon.  

The Reihana Family for  the donation of Te Reo Maori books 

Amanda Gill, seed potatoes 

Dan Allen, compost 

Kirsten Eastwick, stickers 

Jo Foley, cardboard and stickers 

  

Intelligence and Play 

Intelligence involves the achievement over a period of time of thinking skills rather than the mastery of actual information. 

Jean Piaget 

Thinking skills involve the manipulation of symbols of many different kinds: words, numbers, images, notations.  In the early 

years, play is the perfect medium for practice in creating and manipulating symbols of many different kinds.  Children create or 

use symbols in their drawing, painting, block constructions, make-believe play, clay modelling, finger plays, cubby house build-

ing, carpentry, story times, collage constructions—in fact they work with symbols in most of their free play activities. 

That’s why play is the core of our programme 

Early Literacy 

and the importance of physical play 

Learning to read and write involves a relationship between physical movement and learning—Until children have experiences 

of actively orienting their own bodies in space by moving up, down, in front of, behind, righa dn left, they may have difficulty in 

aspects of reading and writing such as the orientation of letter symbols on a page. 

For example, b and d are both composed of a line and a circle; the only difference is which side of the circle the line is on.  We 

learn this kind of distrinction first through our own movements in space. 

In our programme, outdoor play time is a time for learning, just as much as time spent 

indoors. 

CALF FUNDRAISER— $6,858.37 

A MASSIVE thank you to Jeff and Rebecca Colombus who organised the  

raising and sale of calves on our behalf which went to the sales last week,  

so far we have raised in the area of $6,858.37—to the families who raised the calves  

thank you they are  

Jemma & Ben Abernethy 

Anna & Tony Wakelin 

Rebecca & Jeff Colombus 

Nicola Risato & Karl Vercoe 

Jo & Sam Spencer-Bower 

Kirsty & Peter Schouten 



 

 

 

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;  
 

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to  

be able to text you.   

We will also send reminders to your mobile about special 

events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc  

Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 

100 percent of our parents in our system. 
 

To register for free text messages 
 

TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO: 

8987 

follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it 

you're good to go!   
 

Never miss a dress up day again 

General Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an  

Enviroschool 

 

No Peanut Butter or Peanut products 

 

 Can you please notify us well in advance what date 

your child will start school 

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day 

 

Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to 

preschool and we will apply again during the day 

Please keep sick school children  

out of preschool  


