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Hakihea! December!  

How did that happen?? 

I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of our wonderful families, caregivers, nanas, 

granddads, aunties, uncles and whānau, we really are one massive community here at 

Swannanoa Preschool. 

We have so many people that contribute in so many different ways that it is hard to say a 

personal thank you to you all ...but I shall try! 

THANK YOU, to all of you that have been in to read with our tamariki, to bake with our 

tamariki, to dig and plant in our gardens, to make crafts with our tamariki. It was great to 

see a variety of whānau during international week sharing their language and culture. 

THANK YOU to all of you who participate in our fundraisers - buying entertainment books, 

Chalk orders, Abacus - calendars and diaries, raffles, the calves - MASSIVE! 

THANK YOU to those parents that accompany us on trips - without you we couldn't go on 

trips! 

THANK YOU to all of you who have joined us at a working bee - these are key to our          

community based preschool. 

THANK YOU for all the extra donations we receive - books, art & craft items, wood, nails, 

cardboard boxes, toys, plants..... 

A massive THANK YOU to all of our committee members, what a fabulous job you do for our 

preschool, your time, experience, expertise and dedication is much appreciated! 

Whakamihi! 

And to finish with a THANK YOU for being you  and entrusting us with your precious        

tamariki. I hope you have all had a great year and your preparations for Christmas are well 

underway. 

Nga mihi 

Jo 



 

 

Whakanui News (Nursery) - From Ange and the Team 

Our Calendar fundraiser was a huge success once again this year so thank you for your support.  It is hard to believe that  

another year is nearly over.  I hope everyone is beginning to pull the cob webs off those decorations and getting them up 

ready for jolly old Santa to pop around.  We have had such a fun packed year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

family for their input.   We have enjoyed having this opportunity to be a part of you and your child's journey through  

preschool.  We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas with family and friends and look forward to catching up with you all in 

the New Year. 

Manaaki News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

Wow! Where has the year gone.  

As summer approaches there has been a real interest in 

'Outdoor Exploration' and the teachers have been extending 

and challenging children in this area. Obstacle courses,  

gardening, and water play have been amongst the many  

activities that we have planned over the past couple of 

weeks. Please check out our group planning board in the 

main area of the preschool - we would love your feedback/

comments.  

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at our Manaaki  

Christmas party on 4th December. You will see an itinerary in 

your cubby detailing the happenings of the Christmas party 

day very soon.  

Please see Ashleigh   

Atawhai News 

From Kerry and the Team 

A big welcome to our new families. We are enjoying getting to 

know you and your child. 

 

Practice for our Christmas party is under way and we look  

forward to seeing Atawhai families on Friday the 11
th

             

December. Itinerary coming soon. 

 

The children are very interested in the gardens in Atawahi and 

the communal garden. Children have been interested in bugs 

and there are displays in the preschool where you can see how 

these interests are developing. 

 

A MASSIVE thank you to Jeff and Rebecca Colombus who organised the raising and sale of calves on 

our behalf which went to the sales last week, so far we have raised in the area of $5,182.55 with 

some still to sell—to the families who raised the calves thank you they are  

 Tracy & Ben McKerchar 

 Kirsty & Peter Schouten 

 Amy & Arjen Schouten 

 Nicola and Karl Vercoe 

 Mitzi & Sam Taylor 

 Emily & Shane Dalley 

 Jeff & Rebecca Colombus 

To everyone who has helped us by donating collage, craft items. 

General News 

Please remember that we close at 3pm, so parents need to be here BEFORE then 

Thanks! 

The children are starting to get excited about Christmas activities. If anyone would like to come in and be involved in Christmas 

activities with the children please speak to a teacher. This could be Christmas crafts, baking reading stories music. We would 

love you to be part of our Christmas celebrations. 

Our two and three year olds enjoyed a visit to Swannanoa School to watch the Breens Intermediate Kapa haka group. Thank 

you Swannanoa school for the invitation. 

As the warmer weather approaches thoughts also turn to toilet training. We have information available to help make this  

process a little easier for all.  When your child starts practicing going to the toilet at preschool please have clothes that are easy 

for them to manage e.g. elastic waist trousers or shorts. Please send lots of spare clothes for accidents including spare socks. 

In term four and term one we sun block the children at 11am. We go outside as soon as we can on warm days so please make 

sure your child has had sun block applied before arriving at preschool. 



 

 

Breens Kapa Haka Group performing for Swannanoa School 

Congratulations  

Alana and James Higgins on the birth of 

Evelyn Rose a sister for William 8lb 6oz on 11th  

November 2015  

 

Jeff and Rebecca Colombus on the birth of Lachlan 

Robert Colombus 8lb 10oz at home as planned CHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTYCHRISTMAS PARTY    

This year, due to the size of our Centre and numbers 

of children we have enrolled we will have two        

Christmas Parties—one in Manaaki and one in 

Atawhai 

Whakanui will attend both!! 

 

Manaaki Christmas Party will be held on Friday 4th 

December 

 

Atawhai Christmas Party will be held on Friday 11th 

December. 

 

Events Term 4 
 

Wednesday Dec 16th—Bike Day 

 



 

 

 

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;  

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you.  We will 

also send reminders to your mobile about special events, like bike days, preschool       

barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100 percent 

of our parents in our system. 

To register for free text messages 

TEXT THE FOLLOWING  MESSAGE TO: 

8987  follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!  Never miss a dress up day again 

General  

Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, 

bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes 

etc, we are an Enviroschool 

 

 Can you please notify us well in 

advance what date your child will 

start school 

 

Please phone in if your child is 

absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your 

child before coming to preschool 

and we will apply again during the 

day 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  

  

LOCAL CHILDMINDER 

Please contact Emily Bosworth 

I have a current first aid certificate, police check and have my level 3 and 5 in 

early childhood education and care. 

My own daughter attends Swannanoa Preschool 

Phone Emily  03 261 2227   /   027 476 8080 

 

 COMMUNAL GARDEN 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful families who helped at the working bee.  The Communal     

Garden now has plants and irrigation.  Next step will be bark on th ground and artwork on the 

shed door.  Please come and have a look if you have an interest, ideas or suggestions we 

would love to hear from you.  We would love to have some families join our team to support 

this communal project. 

We will be having a scarecrow making competition in the New Year involving the three areas, 

so start collecting your bits and bobs now e.g. Yoghurt pottles, fizzy cans, old clothes, wooden 

stakes etc. 

 

CALF  

FUNDRAISER 

 

$5,182.55 raised so far 


