Be sure to check
out the new Enviroschools display in
the hallway— great
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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
Kia ora koutou,
Spring is just around the corner and the daffodils we
planted with the tamariki last year are beginning to
bloom!
It has been really busy here at Preschool.
We had a fantastic visit from the Lego Lady, who brought
lots and lots and lots of Lego!! Tamariki from both
Atawhai and Manaaki came together and had a wonderful
time creating all sorts of masterpieces!

Kapa Haka
We are about to resume our Kapa Haka on a Monday with our new tutor Ana Faau. This is a great opportunity for our tamariki and kaiako and we look forward to sharing our progress with you.
We are currently undertaking some professional development around our culturally responsiveness practice with Di Collier from Mātauraka Mahaanui. Over the next few weeks you will hear us practicing our Te
Reo and perhaps your tamariki might bring it home :o)
Our new footpath along the front of the building is getting closer...watch this space!
Staffing:

We are excited to soon be welcoming Chauntelle Evans
to our team in Manaaki. Chauntelle is a fully qualified
kaiako with many years experience.
You will see there is temporary fencing by the school
field, please ensure that your school children
wait at this fencing for you.
Our Values:
Relationships

We believe in:
Passion
Loyalty

Please ensure when you are leaving the
classroom areas or the main entrance
that you do not hold the door or gate
open for a child that is not with an adult.
Please hold your child's hand in the
carpark

Communication Respect

Fun/Laughter

Sustainability

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
You are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime.

Ngā mihi nui
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui & Nursery News
A big nau mai (welcome) to our new families, we are delighted that you have come to join us. We are pleased to announce
that “The Old Nursery” classroom now has a name, we are called “PUAWAI”, and this translates to ‘to bloom’. The Tamariki in
Puawai have been enjoying CD stories this term, if your child has any favourite stories they would like to share we would be
more than happy for you to send these along to Preschool for a day. Kaiako Ashlee would like to remind Whakanui families to
send along their family photos to her if they have not already done so. We would like to wish Kaiako Kaye safe travels for her
trip to Vietnam. We look forward to hearing about your exciting adventure on your return Kaye.
The Whakanui Team: Lyncia, Jan, Jenni, Ashlee, Kaye, Olivia, Emily, Tash & Anna

Atawhai News
In Atawhai we have noticed a big difference with the trees gone from Swannanoa school grounds, it has let more light in, with
the shade gone the frosts melts quicker on the climbing area, allowing the tamariki to have more time during the day for playing on the climbing equipment.
The tamariki had lots of fun and laughter during our Lego day, with Maanaki and Atawhai tamariki working together creating
and exploring all the different types and kind of Lego. Thank you to Ashleigh for organising.
A big shout out to the Crusaders on their win against the Lions, there were lots of tamariki and Kaiako all dressed in Red and
Black to support our Crusaders players at Preschool.
Following the interest of the tamariki our current focus is with oral language and gross motor skills. Oral language development is a critical part of our tamariki overall development. This supports our tamarikis ability to communicate, express and
understand feelings. It also supports thinking and problem-solving and developing and maintaining relationships. Learning to
understand, use and enjoy language is the critical first step in literacy and the basis for learning to read and write. Gross motor
skills are those which require whole body movement and which involve the large (core stabilising muscles) of the body to perform everyday functions such as standing, walking, running and jumping and sitting upright at the table. They also include eyehand co-ordination skills such as ball skills (throwing, catching and kicking) as well as riding a bike or scooter. The Atawhai Kaiako will continue to provide our tamariki with activities, events and learning experiences during our mat times, spontaneous
and planned throughout our Preschool day.
The Atawhai Team: Leeanne, Jess, Katrina, Laura, Rebecca, Trish, Courtney & Jo

Manaaki News
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new children/tamariki and their families/whānau. We look forward to
getting to know you all. All of the staff in Manaaki are extremely approachable and are available at any time to discuss/chat about your child’s learning and development.
During the school holidays we had the fun of looking after the school’s chickens and goats. It was a great adventure
to head out to the chickens, feed them and then collect the eggs. The goats were also really pleased to see us. After feeding the animals we were able to, on a couple of occasions, go over to the school playground and have a play.
This was so much fun.
We had a visit from the House of Bricks lady (lego). The oldest children got to sit in amongst lots of different lego
and build and be creative. This was a fantastic experience shared by both Manaaki and Atawhai children. There
were so many amazing creations and buildings.
Fruit week was a lot of fun for the children. They were all very enthusiastic to try different fruit.
Throughout the year we hold regular fire, earthquake and lock down drills. These drills/practices are to make the
children aware of what we would do in such an event. Please speak to us if you have any questions regarding what
we do or if you have any concerns regarding your child.
Winter is almost behind us and we are looking forward to Spring and all that it brings.
The Manaaki Team: Ashleigh, Penny, Katrina, Chontelle, Kerry, Dani, Julie & Karen

Swannanoa Preschool Enviroschools / Communal Garden

The Enviroschools Team has been very busy. After our tour of Enviroschools and preschools we came back inspired with
ideas and projects to work towards. We have just completed a display in the foyer of our vision map explaining initiatives
we are continuing to work on with the children and new initiatives to work towards. There is also a display of the Enviroschools Guiding Principles and of alternative suggestions to store bought yoghurt pottles and suckie tubes.
If you have any ideas to help us make Swannanoa Preschool more sustainable please feel free to talk to a member of the
team.
On our journey to Green/Gold status we need your help with our waste audit and recycling. We usually do well with the
audit but could do better. The squeezy pouches cannot be recycled, they go in the rubbish and then on to landfill. We
could reduce the number of yoghurt pots by using reusable containers. We are on a push for a rubbish free environment.
Ask your children what they know about recycling. We have been talking about it at mat times and meal times. The children in Atawhai and Manaaki have new bins, red for general rubbish, green for food, yellow for plastic/card and blue for
soft plastics. These are helping the children understand the concept of recycling, ideally we would like to reduce the rubbish.
Have a look at the displays in the foyer and on the windows to get ideas if you are not reducing the rubbish already.

Ka Kite, Laura
Please see Laura, Atawhai; Kerry, Manaaki; Jan, Whakanui; Julie, Committee; Jo, Centre Manager

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

August Events & Key dates:
Extra events may be added throughout the month.
Monday 13th August—PJ Day, Wear your PJs to preschool
Thursday 23rd August—Superhero Day
Friday 31st August—Daffodil Day
Please feel free to print the monthly calendar in this newsletter, pop it on
your fridge and update as necessary :)

Transition to School

LATE PICK UP
Our policy states that
late picks up will incur a
$25 fee

Please DO
NOT bring
toys from
home to Preschool

The year is racing by and as we look ahead to the end of the year and the children who will be turning five, we ask
that you please speak with us (Jess and Penny) and let us know when you are looking to start your child at school.
As a parent if your child’s birthday falls in November/ December and you are looking at starting school at the beginning of 2019, then you need to contact the school and inform them of this decision—this will also help with their
staffing for the New Year.
Penny and Jess
Transition to School Team

Tobias Free’s dad for his handyman skills
in the nursery.

Thank you to Finley and his family for the
amazing bug house that he built with his
Grandfather and donated to Manaaki.
We are all looking forward to seeing what bugs move into.

To everyone who has donated materials for our making/collage/construction area. These have been greatly
appreciated and well used by the children.

Amanda Piggott for the lovely Tigger outfit donated to Preschool
Amanda, Bella and Cody Gill’s Mum for the kind donation of some toys,
and for the whānau whom continue to bring in their cardboard boxes for our tamariki.

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the
day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you. We will also send reminders to your mobile
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc. Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text messages
TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

8987 follow SwannanoaP

(note case sensitive) and that's it you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

PLEASE

SUPPORT OUR

LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

There are a large number of business owners amongst us
at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these.
The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory
has been raised.
If you are interested in having your business listed in a
Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on:
027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz
Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also! Look forward to hearing from you all!
Thank you—Heather

Congratulations
Mel
Winner of the extra Entertainment Book
Vouchers.

Where educa
tion is a
"hands on"
experience...
Country Life In
Canterbury
492 Oxford
road, fernside,
r a n g i o r a Ph; 03310 6443
Mb: 027-412 2383
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