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Talofa, Tena Koutou, Morena, Guten tag, Aloha, Ni hao!!!
The August newsletter!!
I feel spring is in the air this morning (maybe a bit hopeful!!) but there are signs... The daffodils we planted en masse at the
beginning of winter are starting to poke through, its going to be a beautiful sight not too far away.
We have been busy here at Preschool as always and the children are settled and happy as we provide them with the guidance,
time and space to develop and grow.
Assistant Centre Manager - New Appointment
Exciting news, as always we are thinking about ways
we can do things better, and when looking at our
structure here at Preschool we are pleased to
announce that we have appointed Ashleigh
(currently Team Leader in Manaaki) to the position
of Assistant Centre Manager.
Ashleigh will still be the Team Leader in Manaaki and
have her key children but will have oversight and
more involvement centre wide.
Congratulations Ashleigh!

Kia Ora,
Most of you will know me, or will have seen my face
around the Preschool. I have been a part of the team
here at Swannanoa since 2011. I started my journey as
a teacher, then moved into the Team Leader role in
Manaaki when our extension opened in Sept 2013.
I can’t believe that it has been almost 4 years since Manaaki opened!
I love working alongside a passionate and dedicated team of kaiako & I
look forward to the challenges and rewards that this role will bring.
Outside of Preschool... I live in Rangiora, my hobbies include sports,
spending time outdoors, spending lots of time with family and friends,
eating out, travelling & reading :)

In addition for term 3 we are going to roster an extra, non-qualified staff
member in each area of the preschool. This will be on top of our already
very good ratios and will be of great benefit throughout the centre.
This will allow each team to manage any extra non-contact needed or
any time for Leadership opportunities. At certain times of the day it
will allow for extra time to be spent with smaller groups of children.
It will also allow a bit of breathing space with last minute absences.
We are always looking at ways we can add value for our tamariki,
whānau and staff and welcome any suggestions you may have.
Please ensure you when leaving the classroom areas or the main
entrance that you do not hold the door or gate open for a child that is
not with an adult.

Shout Out to the Committee
What a fabulous job this team of dedicated
parents do for our Preschool.

Sadly Corinne Lister and Kate Hill
are finishing up with us as their youngest
children head off to school.
Both of these ladies have given up their
time, energy and expertise to our
Preschool for many years.
Thank you so much!! And best of luck to
Hailee and Sam at school.

Our Vision
Swannanoa Preschool, in partnership with our whānau and surrounding community,
will work together and strive for continuous improvement to provide amazing environments,
resources and
teachers to ensure that all children from our diverse community are provided with the best possible start on their life journey.
We are “One centre, One team”
who show through our practices a commitment to the bicultural heritage of Aotearoa New Zealand.
We value children’s play as learning, and respect and honour each child’s individuality.

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and you are welcome to pop in
and see me at anytime.
Ngā mihi nui
Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
Jo Dobson, Centre Manager

That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

Whakanui News
From Lyncia and the Team
Kia ora to our Whakanui families and a big nau mai (welcome) to our new families who have come to join us. You
would have noticed that the tamariki learning board which is just outside of the entrance door has been changed.
The current focus of learning for the Whakanui tamariki is ‘Exploration/mana aotūroa’, we would love your feedbak
on this learning board so if you have any comments please share these with the Whakanui kaiako (teachers). We
have also changed the focus of our group planing for Term 3 with the focus being ‘Developing a Sense of
Belonging/Mana Whenua’. Kaiako Jan has revamped our tired old ‘whānau tree’, it is looking magnificent in its new
colours and will now be called the ‘kindness tree’. The tree is going to be repositioned on the wall opposite the
entrance door so keep an eye out for the new ‘kindness tree’. On the wall (in the classroom) where the tree used
to be is a new display featuring ‘Te Wheke’, this is a health model developed by Rose Pere and features in the early
childhood curriculum document Te Whāriki. The concept of Te Wheke, the octopus, is to define family health. The
head of the octopus represents Te Whānau, the eyes of the octopus as waiora (total wellbeing for the individual
and family) and each of the eight tentacles representing a specific dimension of health. The dimensions are
interwoven and this represents the close relationship of the tentacles. So when you are in the classroom have a
look at our fantastic ‘Octopus—Te Wheke’ and if you have any questions about ‘Te Wheke’ do not hesitate to ask
as we are more than happy to answer your questions. If anybody has old pots, pans, cooking utensils etc., that
they no longer use we would appreciate them in Whakanui as we are trying to increase our supply of resources for
‘heuristic play’. Heuristic play is about playing with real-life, everyday objects and providing tamariki with an
opportunity for open-ended discovery. Don’t forget to look in the art box for your child’s masterpieces—the art
box is situated just inside the doorway. Finally, a reminder about spare clothing, as we often engage in messy play
activities the tamariki will sometimes need a change of clothing during their preschool day so please send your
tamaiti with one or two spare changes of clothing. Warm clothing such as jackets and hats are still necessary at
this time of the year also so please send these along with your tamaiti (child) as we endeavour to venture outdoors
most days—weather allowing!

Atawhai News
From the Atawhai Team
Haere Mai, welcome to our new families in Atahwahi. It is great getting to know you—please do not hesitate to
approach any of Kaiako/Teachers with any questions. Just a reminder to keep putting in those spare clothes and
warm jackets for these Winter days. Please can we leave our special toys at home where they are safe and will not
be lost or broken, thank you. As a group we are focusing on Communication/Mana Reo—children will experience
the stories and symbols of their own and other’s culture. We are doing this by becoming familiar with, hearing and
retelling stories, supporting children to develop an appreciation of Te Reo Maori as a living and relevant language.
Children will be come familiar with numbers and their uses by exploring and observing their use in activities that
have meaning and purpose. Ko taku reo taku ohooho, ko taku reo taku mapihi mauria. My language is my awakening, my language is the window to my soul.

Manaaki News
From Ashleigh and the Team
We are getting excited about the fact that we are more than halfway through Winter and warmer weather is
around the corner! Please continue to send warm clothes for your child.
We are focusing on ‘exploration’ this term. Children have been enjoying loose parts paly. We already have tyres,
come small reels and some planks of wood, but if you have anything else you might be able to contribute to our
loose parts resources please see Ashleigh or Simone.

Thank you Saskia Simpson for coming in and helping the children with stone painting, what fun the
children have had hiding the stones and then finding them.
To all the families who donated boxes for our collage table.
The Alatalo family for bringing in some tadpoles we are learning about the life-cycle and cannot wait to watch them become
frogs.
The Fleming for donation some beautiful dress ups.
Marcella for contributing some baking for our Independent Day Celebration
Caryn Hardy for introducing us to delicious koeksusters, a traditional South African sweet—yum!

August Events & Key dates:
9 Aug
25 Aug
4 Sept
21 Sept

PJ Day
Daffodil Day
Super Hero Day
Teddy Bears picnic

Extra events may be added throughout the
month.
Please feel free to print the monthly calendar
in this newsletter, pop it on your fridge and
update as necessary :)

Fruit Trees
We are the lucky recipients of 15
fruit trees from the Chch City Council
which we will plant with the school
along our boundary.
Look out for further planting details
and come and be involved.

SIBLINGS HOME
FROM SCHOOL
SICK?

Please, please keep them home
from Preschool as well!!

Children’s Learning
EARLY LITERACY FOUNDATIONS
are not primarily about books and stories.
They are not primarily about exposure to print, not primarily about reading and writing.
Early childhood literacy foundations are primarily about talking and playing.
Howard Gardner

-the kind of talk and play you can see going on in our programme every day.
PLAY IS THE CREATIVE PROCESS THAT GIVES BIRTH TO LITERACY
Literacy is about the understanding of symbols
Symbols are things that can represent something else—an object, events, or idea. Words
are symbols.
Play is where the child practices many different ways of representing reality, creating
symbols with clay, paint, blocks, sand, water, dress-ups.
The worry about heavily instructional ‘early academics’ is about replacing children’s own
wide practice of symbolic systems with only stereotyped and narrow forms of literacy that
don’t prepare children for the present age.
Seymour Papert

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool
Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school
Please phone in if your child is absent for the day
Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again
during the day
Please keep sick school children out of preschool

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS?
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text
you. We will also send reminders to your mobile about special events, like
bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already,
but our aim is to have 100 percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text
messages
TEXT THE
FOLLOWING
MESSAGE TO:

Congratulations to....
Tania and Richard on the birth of
Ethan a wee brother for Taygen
Anna & Doug Pilbrow on the birth of
Lachie a brother for Alex and Charlotte

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES
There are a large number of business owners amongst us at Swannanoa Preschool, it would be excellent to be
made aware of and support these.
The idea of a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory has been raised.

If you are interested in having your business listed in a Swannanoa Preschool Business Directory - please phone,
text or email Heather on:

027 630 9757 or benheth@hotmail.co.nz

Also, any questions, comments or ideas feel free to contact me also!
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