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Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
that which is nurtured, blossoms and grows
Kia ora koutou,
Hope you are surviving this current cold snap, we are enjoying the lovely clear days here at Preschool,
only 4 weeks until spring! We have been really busy (as always!!) here at Preschool over the past month.
We had a great afternoon
planting our daffodils. Thanks to all
those who donated.
The driveway should be
awash with yellow next spring.
Our current Self review:
To what extent is Maori language, culture and identity integrated into our daily interactions, and how well
does our environment reflect this?
Kapa Haka: Maaka & Michelle are coming into the Preschool on a Monday
afternoon, they have been signing waiata with the children, some great
songs, colours, days of the week, action songs, and its really neat to hear
the guitar, the children are loving it — be sure to ask them about it.
Whakataukī: As part of this self review we have adopted a whakataukī (a
māori proverb), we wanted something that reflected us as a centre, a team, a whānau. We looked at
many examples and unanimously decided upon:
Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,
That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows

We believe this encaptures our philosophy, our vision and what we believe in.
We will weave this throughout our documentation and the centre.
Our new signage is going up, and it looks great!
We chose the wood slabs to reflect our natural, sustainable
environment within the Preschool

Sadly last week we farewelled Richie Ryan who was part of
our Preschool whānau and a big part of the wider Swannanoa Community, all our love and thoughts are
with Richie's wife Leanne and his 4 daughters. Richie’s very short battle really highlights the importance of
cherishing every moment, to celebrate and recognise all those achievements no matter how small and to
support and be kind to all those around us.
Ngā mihi
Jo

Hurihia tō aroaro ki te rā tukuna tō ātārangi kia taka ki muri i a koe
turn your face to the sun and the shadows fall behind you

Whakanui (to treat with respect) News
From Ange and the Team
Hard to believe that spring is just around the corner, we are beginning to see the effects of a mild winter
so far in the paddocks with so many young lambs. We have a blue drink cup in Whakanui that has been
accidently put in the wrong bag, if you are missing one it will be sitting on top of the lockers or just ask
one of the teachers. Please ensure you name all lunch items, drink bottles, lunch boxes, spare clothing
and items for bed. When sending spare clothing for changes throughout the day please ensure that you
send more than one as in Whakanui we encourage tamariki to be independent so as you can imagine as
they learn to wash their hands or are busy jumping in the puddles, clothing may change more than once.

Manaaki (to take care of) News

Atawhai (to show kindness) News

From Ashleigh and the Team

From Kerry and the Team

We have had a few new families join us over the past
month, a big warm welcome to you all. It is wonderful
getting to know you all, please do not hesitate to approach any of the Manaaki teachers for a chat.

If anyone has profile books at home please bring them
in so that new stories can be added.

We are starting a new interest for the children. We will
be looking at sports and sports in other counties. The
Please, please name all of your child's belongings! It is
difficult for us to return stray items to their owners if the Olympics are about to start so hopefully the children will
items are not named. The lost property trolley in the
gain knowledge to share at home. If you have any
foyer is also full.
newspaper clippings, photos, medals, awards etc., to
share—could you please bring them to preschool.
There has been a focus on friendships, feelings and respect in Manaaki over the past few weeks. You may have
heard about the teachers scenarios at home! It would be I will be sending out a letter about the importance of
mat time. We have noticed that parents are becoming
great if you could revisit some of this learning at home.
Check out the group planning board in the main area of noisy at the end of the day which limits what we can do
Manaaki.
on the mat.
We would love an old (sturdy) cash register for the children to use in their 'shop'. Does anyone know of where
we might be able to find one?

Did you know??
As well as our incredibly busy and varied everyday curriculum we offer some amazing extra’s
here at Swannanoa Preschool.
Monday:

Kapa Haka with Maaka and Michelle.

Tuesday:

Art group with Anna P, check out the display in the foyer, and be ready to be wowed by the
term 3 mosaic focus.
Is there anything else you would like to see included?
Do you have any special skills or passions you would be willing to come and share with us?

Congratulations to....
**Jasmine Tuuta and Terence Richards on the birth of Lacey, a sister for Ruby on 19th July
**Sarah, Stephen and Lucy Crowe on the birth of Georgia

To everyone who helped on the Willowbank trip on Tuesday 26th July.
Without your help these excursions cannot take place.
Terry, Ruby's Dad who donated some timber for our carpentry house.
Kelly, Addi’s Mum, for the donation of toys, dress ups and books.
To all of those who donated items to Whakanui

EARLY LITERACY FOUNDATIONS
are not primarily about books and stories.
They are not primarily about exposure to print, not primarily about reading and writing.
Early childhood literacy foundations are primarily about talking and playing.
Howard Gardner

-the kind of talk and play you can see going on in our programme every day.
PLAY IS THE CREATIVE PROCESS THAT GIVES BIRTH TO LITERACY
Literacy is about the understanding of symbols
Symbols are things that can represent something else—an object, events, or idea.
Words are symbols.
Play is where the child practices many different ways of representing reality, creating
symbols with clay, paint, blocks, sand, water, dress-ups.
The worry about heavily instructional ‘early academics’ is about replacing children’s own
wide practice of symbolic systems with only stereotyped and narrow forms of literacy that
don’t prepare children for the present age.
Seymour Papert

Term 3 Events 2016
August 1st Monday

Teddy Bear’s Picnic

August 8th-12th

Olympic week, bring along
anything to do with the
Olympics (newspaper articles,
books on sport, parents can
show children Olympic Sports

August 10th Wednesday

Sports Day (parents welcome)

August 26th Friday

Daffodil Day
(wear yellow, gold
coin donation)

September 8th Thursday

P.J. Day

September 20th Tuesday

Crazy Sock Day

ENVIROSCHOOLS NEWS
We are looking forward to another visit from
Enviroschools at the end of August to determine if
we will be awarded a Silver award.
We are so lucky to have the environment and
programme at Swannanoa Preschool that we have.
Please talk to Laura in Atawhai if you are
interested in learning more about our
Enviroschools journey.

COMMUNAL GARDEN NEWS
The children have been visiting the Communal
Garden recently. We have noticed the birds
and rabbits are enjoying our plantings. If
anyone has some Winter veggie seedlings or
cares to keep out our visitors it would be
much appreciated!
Please see Laura in Atawhai.

North Canterbury
Business Awards

Two of our lovely families have had their
respective businesses nominated for
The North Canterbury Business Awards
PLEASE VOTE

CAN WE TEXT YOU REMINDERS;
In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to
be able to text you.
We will also send reminders to your mobile about special
events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc
Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100
percent of our parents in our system.

To register for free text messages

General Reminders:
Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc
Please pack a change of clothes
Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an
Enviroschool
No Peanut Butter or Peanut products

TEXT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

Can you please notify us well in advance what date
your child will start school

8987

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day

follow SwannanoaP

Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to
preschool and we will apply again during the day

(note case sensitive) and that's it
you're good to go!
Never miss a dress up day again

Please keep sick school children
out of preschool

