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This year we're going to use a new tool to share what we're learning in class called Seesaw. Your child will have his or her 
own learning journal, and you can get notified when your child adds new items. It's completely private -- only you can see 
your child's journal outside of class. 
 
Click on https://app.seesaw.me/s/698-724-913 to sign up -- it takes just 30 seconds. 
 
Once you sign up, you can download the Seesaw Parent app for iPhone or Android, or access your child's journal on the 
web. 
 
If you have more than one child using Seesaw, or want to add a new class/school year for your child, follow the link in this 
email, then click 'Sign in' tab at the top. You do not need to create a new account 
 

Thanks 

Ngā mihi nui 

Jo Dobson 

Centre Manager 

 

I am in the office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and you are welcome to pop in and see me at anytime. 

Whangia ka tupu, ka puawai,  

That which is nurtured, blossoms and grows 

Please remember pick up time from Preschool is 3:00pm 

Your cooperation with our pick-up time is much appreciated 

Driveway Safety 

Due to several recent incidents in the car park, we would like to take this opportunity to remind you all of our car 

park policy. 

Please: 

• Enter the school driveway slowly and be mindful of children crossing - including those from the school 

• Travel at, or below 10kmph 

• Please do not use your cell phone when driving 

• Remember that our children are not yet road savvy, but that they can move quickly and without warning 

• Reverse into the car parks, so you have better visibility when leaving. 

Please remember that every child is somebody’s ‘baby’ and help us keep them safe. 

Please share this information with anyone who drops off or collects your child/children. 

http://www.myece.org.nz/health-safety/249-paracetamol-ibuprofen-medicine-pain-fever-children
http://www.myece.org.nz/health-safety/249-paracetamol-ibuprofen-medicine-pain-fever-children
http://www.myece.org.nz/health-safety/249-paracetamol-ibuprofen-medicine-pain-fever-children


 

 

Nursery News - From Lyncia and the Team 

Welcome to our new families, we are pleased you have come to join us in Whakanui. 

 

As the weather is now cooler on some days it is a good idea to send spare clothing for both warm and 
cool days. 

 

We have had delivered two new tables and six new chairs and the tamariki are enjoying the new equip-
ment which allows them to all sit at the same height and spread out as they eat. 

 

A reminder that if any families have driftwood, pinecones or shells that they would like to donate we 
would love to add these to our whānau tree. 

Manaaki News 

From Ashleigh and the Team 

We’ve really hit some cooler weather with a bang!  Please ensure you send a named  jacket to preschool. 

 

We have been watching and learning about the life cycle of a butterfly recently.  Thanks to Lily for bring-

ing in a real caterpillar/chrysalis for us to observe. 

 

Our outdoor environment has had a bit of a facelift at the working bee.  A big thank you to the Commit-

tee and all the helpers who came on the day!  We really appreciate it! 

 

Welcome to all our new families.  It is lovely getting to know everyone.   

 

Atawhai News 

From Ange and the Team 

Well, it look like its possibly going to be quite a wet winter for us this year.  Please make sure there is 
plenty of changes of clothing (named), jackets and gumboots in your children’s bags. 
 
Thanks to everyone for the work they did at the working bee it was very much appreciated. 
 
You will have noticed entries into Seesaw for your children.  If you have not it could bet because your 
child or their key kaiako has been away but don’t worry there will be something in on their return. 



 

 

Children’s Learning 

SLIME & SALT CRYSTAL GOOP 

Slime 

1 cup lux flakes 

Boiling water 

Food colouring 

Pour boiling water to just cover the lux flakes, leave overnight to set. 

Salt Crystal Goop 

1 cup flour 

1 cup salt 

Food colouring 

Mix all the above together and put into squeeze bottles.  When it dries the crystals shine. 

 

Play Idea: messy play—Korihori pōrehe 

Messy play gives children the opportunity to experience a wide range of sensory experiences.  Messy paly 

solutions such as finger-paint, slime and gloop help children learn about different textures and materials. 

Messy play can help children to: 

 Relax—it is a very soothing activity 

 Experiment with and explore the properties of the solutions e.g. does it hold its shape or pour or run?  

What happens when substances combine?   

 Learn about colour mixing, patterns, design, texture and rhythm 

 Develop hand-eye coordination and practise pouring, measuring, mixing, scooping and beating skills 

 

Congratulations to.... 

 

Annusche & Stephen de Villiers on the birth of Theodore 

 

Katie & Rana on the birth of Olivia a sister for Annalee  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Karly Flanagan for all of the linen and sleep 

sacks 

 

Alana Higgins for the bag of toys 

 

Rebecca Kriesel for the box of coloured paper 

 

REMINDER; SWANNANOA PRESCHOOL IS A SMOKE FREE CENTRE IN ALL AREAS INCLUDING 

PARKING AREAS 



 

 

CAN WE  

TEXT YOU  

REMINDERS;  

In the unlikely event of a school closure, we would like to be able to text you.  We will also send reminders to your mobile 
about special events, like bike days, preschool barbecues etc Many of you have signed up already, but our aim is to have 100 

percent of our parents in our system. 

To register for free text  

messages 
TEXT THE  

FOLLOWING  

MESSAGE TO: 

8987 

follow SwannanoaP 

(note case sensitive) and that's it 
you're good to go!   

Never miss a dress up day again 

 

General Reminders:   

Please name all clothing, bags, bottles, lunch boxes etc 

 Please pack a change of clothes 

 Please use recyclable lunchboxes etc, we are an Enviroschool 

 Can you please notify us well in advance what date your child will start school 

Please phone in if your child is absent for the day 

Please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to preschool and we will apply again during the day 

 

Please keep sick school  

children out of preschool  

 

New Zealand Fire Service 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped contribute to the collection for the Fire Service who worked so tire-

lessly during the recent Port Hills fires—we raised $37.10 which has been deposited directly into their 

bank account. 


